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Citation Analysis on Humanity
Literature of Taiwan

Tsay Ming-yueh, Chiu Chi-ju

Abstract

Using informetrics and citation analysis, the present study explores and compares
the characteristics and types of citations in the humanity journal articles. Research
articles published in 2011, from Taiwan Humanity Citation Index (THCI) Core as well
as top humanity journals, assessed by the Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences,
National Science Council in Taiwan, were collected and analyzed. The analysis was
done by document type, language, publication year, citation half-life, and location of
citations (i.e., introduction, methodology, results and discussion sections). In addition
to citations appearing in the text, the phenomena of content notes and note-within-
notes will be discussed in the latter part. Content note, in this study, refers to note as
illustrations for main texts, while note-within-notes refers to content-notes citing other
publications. In view of citation formats and copy-editing, it is recommended that, for
both domestic researchers and journal publishers, content notes and note-within-notes
be avoided, based on the research outcome. A simpler layout of the text may lead to

easier reading and understanding of research articles. For citation index services such

Keywords: Humanity; Citation Format; Classification of Citation; Citing Half-Life; Citation Analysis
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as THCI Core, it is recommended that note-within-notes be included in databases as
citations, to prevent authors and publications from being left out. This study is expected
to provide a better understanding of the nature of citations and to serve as a foundation

for future empirical studies.



