BIBLID 1026-5279 (2001) 90:2 pp. 1-20
0000000000000 O0 (2001.12) 1

oo ogn

o oo

0 o0

000000000000 OGeneral Materials Designationst] O 0 GMDO
ooboodboo0obooooboooobo0obobOo0oobOo0obboobooo
0000000000000 b0O00D0O000b0O0o0bDoOo0o0oDoOoOoDo
ooboooobooooobooooobo0obbo0obDbo0obboobboobo
go0boo0oo0bOOo0ooobOo0obbOo0bbOo0obboobobooobooooo
opDooon

ElE o o

gooobboooddoooboooddooooooodooooogn
gopDoooodoooooooodoooooooooddooooood
0000000000000 0D000DDOO00DoDO00DoOO00oDoOoO0oDoO
gooooogoooood

000000000000 OGeneral Materials Designations [0 1 GMDUO
dgoooboogddoooooogddgoooooogddooooood
doopoooogdoooooooogoooooooooooooooogd

O000OKeywordsDO OO OOOOOOOODOOOOODOOOOO
GMDUO General Materials Designations] Chinese Cataloging Rules[]
AACR2RO Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules
0000000000000 0000000OE-mail: chin@mail.tku.edu.tw



2 I I I T 200 e 24

oooooooooooooooooobooooobooooooooooon
uoboboootuoooouooooooooooouoooooooooon
oooboooooooououoooouoooouooooooooooo
ogooooooooooooooooooboooooooooboogooon
ooooooooooon

ElE 0 o

00o0o0o0ooOon
(Hooooooood

0 Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules 0 Glossasey O D O OO0 0O odg
oo Mo

General material designation. A term indicating the broad class of material to

which an item belongs (e.g. sound recording). See also Specific material desig-

nation.

Specific material designation. A term indicating the special class of material

(usually the class of physical object) to which an item belongs (e.g. sound disc).

See also General material designation.
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...In short, the starting point for description is the physical form of the item in

hand, not the original or any previous form in which the work has been pub-

lished."
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0.24 It is important to bring out all aspects of the item being described, includ-
ing its content, its carrier, itstype of publication, its relationship to other expres-
sions of the same work, and whether it is published or unpublished. In any
given area of the description, all relevant aspects should be described, with no
one relevant aspect taking precedence over any other. ....the cataloguer should
follow the more specific rules applying to the item being catalogued, whenever
they differ from the general rules.
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Some Observations on General
Materials Designations

Ho-chin Chen

Abstract

In cataloging rules, a general material designation (GMD) refers to a term that
indicates the class of material to which an item belongs. GMD is given after the
proper title for early warning. Faced with a number of issues concerning the future of
GMD, particularly in the light of new types of materials and the increasing occur-
rence of multi-media, the author describes its definition, origin, development, func-
tion, cataloging problems and the possible options for use in the Chinese Catal oging
Rules and AACR2R.
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