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The General Status of the Publication of
Taiwan’s Academic Journals
in the Field of Humanities

Chen-Ku Wang

Abstract

Academic journal is one of the most important channels for scholars to publicize
their recent findings and accomplishments. Since “publication” is often used to evaluate
scholars’ academic performances, an analysis of the journals where scholars choose to
publish their work could somehow reflect recent developments in academia.

This study observes and analyzes the 345 academic journals listed in the field of
humanities of the Taiwan Humanities Citation Index (THCI) published by the National
Science Council. The following factors of each journal are chosen as indicators:
field, place of publication, publisher, year of the first issue, frequency of publication,
ISBN and digitization of journals, and numbers of articles being cited. The result is as
follows:

1) Most of the journals in the target group are cross-discipline, while literature

and history are the two fields with more journals, showing their prosperity in
research.

2) More than eighty percent of the journals are published in urban areas, mainly in

Keywords: Journal; Taiwan Humanities Citation Index; Publishing; Humanities; Journal evaluation
Li-chun Keng: Editor, Liaison Division, Center for Chinese Studies; E-mail: Ickeng@ncl.edu.tw



242

B BT - O #3517 #9(2013.12)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

greater Taipei.

Most of the publishers are universities, with more public universities than
private ones.

The peak time of publication of the first issue appears in the 1990’s. Most
common publication frequencies are semiannual and annual. Most journals
have applied for an ISSN.

Change of journal titles and termination of publication are not rare cases; most
of these changes are due to University reforms or renaming of departments, as
well as lack of submissions.

The journal evaluation system of National Science Council also caused the
termination of some University cross-discipline journals, and shortening of
publication frequency.

Although the facilitation of a web site to serve as public bulletin board to
call for papers and to offer the electronic version of the journal has become a
common trend, it is not yet a prevalent practice.

Only a handful of journals in the target group are greatly cited, and the rest of
the journals are rarely cited. Since number of citations is highly relevant to the

quality of a journal, the quality of rarely cited journals should be improved.



