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[1 Abstract[]

This paper aims to examine the state-of-the-art metadata development in the
archives community. The authors adopt two research methods including literature review
and case studies. Four countries, the UK, US, Canada, and Australia, arereviewed in
terms of their metadata development of governments, learned societies, academic institu-
tions and standardization bodies. The research findings cover the concept and scope of
archives, the issue of metadata for active records and historical archives, double life-
cycles (including those for current archives management) and the metadata development
patterns among these countries.

Keywords. Archives, Records, Recordkeeping, Records Management, Metadata



