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Dr. Hwa-wei Lee and the Special
Chinese Collections Acquired in Recent
Years by the Library of Congress

Sung Chien-cheng

Abstract

During the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on June 30, 2013, the Chinese
American Librarians Association members paid their respects to Dr. Hwa-Wei Lee as
the highlight of CALA’s 40th birthday. Based on the many complimentary remarks
about Dr. Lee, no one should doubt his world-renowned reputation for being an
outstanding scholar, a library leader, and an ambassador for the East-West cultural
exchange. However, these achievements are only one part of his long and productive
professional life. The purpose of this article is to focus on (1) the administrative and
organizational improvement Dr. Lee made as the Chief of the Asian Division, the
Library of Congress; and (2) the impact of the historically, culturally, and scholarly
important Chinese collections that Dr. Lee initiated and preserved during his tenure
from 2003 to 2008. Even after he retired, he urged the staff to continue to maintain

a sense of mission to preserve these special collections. As a result, many unique

Keywords :Library of Congress (United States) ; Asian Division, Library of Congress; Chinese
Collection, Library of Congress; Dr.Hwa-Wei Lee; National Central Library, ROC (Taiwan)

Judy S. Lu: Former head, Collection Services, Asian Division, Library of Congress; Email: Judylull@
aol.com
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collections were brought to the Library and many programs were initiated after Dr. Lee
retired.

The author was influenced by Dr. Lee. As a trained librarian, she has a sense of
mission to protect every important document that is in a collection for which she is
responsible. She also enjoys the opportunity to test the authenticity of documents,
and shares her research results with the world. The author was the Head of the
Collection Services, Asian Division, the Library of Congress (LC). In that position, her
responsibility was to protect and preserve the 3 million plus volumes of the books and
other materials in Asian languages in the Library. Many of these books and materials
are rich in information about history, culture, and literature. Ms. Lu worked for the
Library of Congress for seventeen years. During those years she and her colleagues
had many opportunities to collect the unique historical collections through various
channels. This article depicts the methods the Chinese specialists in the LC used to
collect these rare items, and also provides information on research methods that can be
used by researchers all over the world. This information can be viewed at the Library of
Congress Home Page or in person at LC. The author feels this article will serve a useful

purpose if the special Chinese collections are used and be viewed online.
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