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The Essence, Myth and Trend: The
Meaning of Digital Archives from the
Perspective of the Development of
Civilization and Technology

Tsai-hui Liao Tai-ying Chen

Abstract

Through out the human civilization, we are now standing on a critical position
and have experienced an extremely huge development on the technology field. The
article is focused on the develop history of technology and civilization. Furthermore,
we would also like to review the meaning and essence of Digital Archives. The media
which preserve the information and disseminate our thoughts include oral language,
writing system, printing, photograph, image and digital type. Through the development
of technology, every type of information and content can be propagated toward the
general public. The information can not only be disseminated levelly but also become
a part of our cultural heritage. We may say that the inheritance of cultural heritage is
the essence of Digital Archives. However, several myths and questions are produced

and launched during the digitization, such as: Is the digital era the end of history?
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Is digitization a job that can assist you complete the preservation once and for all?
How do we orientate the role of digitization? After the solutions are provided, we will
focuses on the trend of the development of the future Digital Archives. The points of
the trend are as the following: 1.The digital content, user service and IT technology
are integrated by the internet related technology. 2.The Communitas of information
users(frontend) and managers(backend) can be linked by the technology. 3.The
knowledge management will be the focus of change. 4.The emphasis on the user

research and experience. 5. More communication will be made across different fields.



