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early Republican period, with a large number of 

records on Ming period figures. In addition to its 

function as a biographical reference, the database is 

useful for analysis of statistics, social networks and 

spatial dimensions in Chinese history.

Prof. Hsiang Chieh (2nd from right) with Prof. Peter K. 
Bol (2nd from left).

ChinaX is a HarvardX course offered through 

the edX online learning platform jointly established 

by Harvard University and the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. HarvardX currently offers 

24 classes attended by a million students from 193 

countries, including 43,000 students enrolled in the 

ChinaX course.

The ChinaX curriculum focuses on introducing 

Chinese history, geography, philosophy, literature, 

politics, economy, art and ecology. The class uses 

new technology to provide an online anytime and 

anywhere learning environment for busy people.

■  A Ceremony for the Donation of Paintings 
and Manuscripts by Prof. Liang Dan-feng
The NCL held a ceremony for the donation of 

paintings and manuscripts by Prof. Liang Dan-feng 

on March 14, 2014. In a speech presented at the 

ceremony, NCL Director General Tseng noted Prof. 

Liang’s deep cultural concepts and willingness to 

support the cultural collection work of the NCL. 

Since 2012, Prof. Liang has donated over 12,000 

paintings and more than 2,000 manuscripts to the 

NCL. 

Prof. Liang (6th from right) with honored guests 
attending the event.

Prof. Liang is a well-known painter and writer. 

In her early years, she studied at the Hangzhou 

National College of Art. She is an expert at Western 

painting and an internationally renowned master 

of Chinese ink painting and Western watercolor 

painting, sketching and oil painting. At the 

ceremony, Prof. Liang presented a keynote speech 

looking back on her 66-year career as a painter. 

Some of Prof. Liang’s works can be viewed on 

the NCL’s “Contemporary Celebrities Manuscript 

System” at: http: //manu.ncl.edu.tw.

NCL Publications
■  Buddha’s Brush, Buddha’s Paste Rebirth 

of a Taima-Mandala Restoration and 
Origin

Published in March 2014

ISBN：9789576785788
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This book is divided into three chapters: 

Chapter 1, “Restoration,” introduces antiquity 

restoration with the example of the Amitayurdhyana 

Sutra; Chapter 2, “Origins,” introduces the 

development of Buddhism and the origins of the 

description of the Western Pure Land of Ultimate 

Bliss in the “Taima-Mandala” silk scroll; and 

Chapter 3, “Iconography,” explains the content of 

the Mandala.

■  Good Books

The Ministry of Education, NCL and other 

government units conducted a statistical analysis 

of library services and book borrowing in 2013 

as a reference for further promotion of literacy in 

Taiwan. The NCL also announced the publication 

of a bibliography of high-quality public library 

books. This publication will be distributed to public 

libraries and school libraries at the junior high level 

or higher nationwide to promote reading and as a 

reference for book acquisition.

LIS Seminars

■  Promoting the Dissemination Ability of 
Taiwan Academics: Examining Academic 
R e s e a r c h  M o m e n t u m ,  I m p r o v i n g 
International Competitiveness through 
DOI

Organizer: National Cheng Kung University 

Library

Co-organizer: Airiti Inc.、Chinese Information 

Literacy Association

Date: 2014.01.06

Venue: Conference Hall, National Cheng Kung 

University Library

■  2013 Annual Elementary School Librarian 
Educational Training：Advanced Courses

Organizer: Graduate Institute of Library and 

Information Studies, National Taiwan Normal 

University

Date: 2014.01.22-24 (Taipei)、2014.02.1�-20 

(Kaohsiung)、2014.03.04-06 (Taichung)

Venue: National Taiwan Normal University 

(Taipei)、Kaohsiung City Dadong Arts Center 

(Kaohsiung)、National  Library  of  Publ ic 

Information (Taichung)

■  Conference on 2014 Library Technology & 
Innovative Service

Organizer: National Taiwan Normal University 

Library

Co-organizer: Library Association of the Republic 

of China (Taiwan)、American Society for 

Information Science & Technology

Date: 2014.02.21

Venue: National Taiwan Normal University

■  Conference on Application of Library 
Statistics and Related Issues

Organizer: Interlibrary Cooperation Association

Date: 2014.03.14

Venue: Office of Library and Information Services, 

National Sun Yat-sen University

Published in March 2014

ISBN: 9789576785825


