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Study on Electronic Journal Articles
Reading Behavior of Academic Faculty
for Social Sciences

Wang Mei-Ling

Abstract

The study investigates the e-journal article reading behavior of academic faculty for
social sciences and presents a preliminary framework. The project’s qualitative methods
consist of in-depth interviews of twenty three faculty members of Wuhan University, Peking
University and National ChengChi University in China and Taiwan and ground theory
analysis. The study shows that Chinese and Taiwanese social scientists rely on electronic
journals and like reading journal articles in Chinese and in English, tending to read new
articles. Ten faculty members read e-journal articles on a computer screen and thirteen
read printed papers. A framework of e-journal article reading that has five dimensions is
proposed: influence, context, interface, processing/ procedure, and consequence. Main
factors influencing e-journal article reading are found, namely, article incident, language
of article, digital environment, reading methods and reading time spent. Finally, a six-type
taxonomy of e-journal article reading for social scientists is proposed: screen-based reading,
screen-based collocating reading, screen-based partial reading, screen browsing, print
reading, and classical paper reading. The value of the study can be further examined in the

United States and Taiwan and used as reference designing e-journal information systems.

Keywords (BH##5 ) * Electronic Journals Reading; Digital Reading; China, Taiwan; Social Scientists
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