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A Survey on E-reading Habits and
Behaviors of Elementary School
Students in Taiwan

Chiao-Min Lin

Abstract

The advent and proliferation of electronic resources have already influenced and
changed the way of student reading. The questionnaires are pursued for a systematic
investigation of opinions from the elementary school students in Taiwan. The purposes
of this study are to examine the current digital reading environment and analyze the
reading habit and behavior orientation in elementary school. The questionnaires mailed
to teachers and grade four to six students of 50 elementary schools in 25 counties.

3,495 questionnaires had received and the return ratio had up to 84%.

The results are summarized as follows: (1) The main place of student digital
reading is at home. Most students learn how to use digital resources by themselves
and access digital resources from their parents or families. (2) The E-mail is the
main type of student digital reading. The purposes of digital reading are for fun and
leisure. The manners of digital reading are keyword spotting and browsing. (3) The
interesting books as comic or fairy tales are the favorite subject for students, and
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so are the most suitable subject for digitalization. (4) The digital reading is better
than conventional reading at access and search easily, but the cost and equipment are
the fatal problems. Finally, this study proposes the teachers must have the ability of
information technology for developing digital reading content. The libraries have to
play a role for resources sharing and build up a digital reading platform. The schools
have to make a linkage between schools and families on digital resource websites so as

to offering opportunities for learning after class.



