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Chapter One: Library Overview

In 1933, the preparatory office for the National Central Library (NCL), was established
in Nanjing, and the library was formally established in 1940. During the Second Sino-Japanese
War, the library briefly followed the Nationalist Army westward into the interior, but returned
to Nanjing after victory. In the course of the subsequent revolutionary war, the library moved
to Taiwan with the KMT government, which reestablished the library in 1954, moving it into a
venue at the Taipei Botanical Garden on Nanhai Road in 1955. In 1986, the library was moved
into its current location on Zhongshan S. Road.

The main building of the NCL lies at the heart of Taipei, situated at the hub of domestic
cultural, educational, political and economic activities, where it is easily accessible. Moreover,
there are the “Information and Computing Library,” on Heping East Rd. and the “Arts and
Audiovisual Center,” on Yanping East Rd., just a short distance from the main library campus.
Due to an acute shortage of archive space, an automated warehouse has been leased in
Taoyuan County's Yangmei Village, to establish a remote storage facility.

In 1996, the Legislative Yuan revised the organic statutes pertaining to the library, giving
it a new Chinese name and the English name of “National Central Library” that it still bears
today.

In 2001, the president promulgated and implemented the “Library Law,” which formally
bestowed upon NCL the vital responsibilities of collecting, organizing, cataloging, and
archiving all of the nation's information; preserving cultural heritage and advancing
scholarship; as well as researching, promoting, and guiding library development in every
subject area

The NCL's main duty lies with the nation's documents, and it is also charged with
providing other essential services. Below the Director-general and Deputy Director-general,
there are a total of 19 divisions, of which 11 are service operations divisions and 5 ancillary
administrative divisions; in addition to these there are the Center for Chinese Studies and the
NCL Periodical Documents Center. Aside from this structure, the library establishes advisory
committees of every type in accordance with the requirements of service operations.

With regard to the development of the library collection, in 2009, the total collection
reached nearly 4 million volumes (items); notable aspects of the collection include rare books
and special collections, government publications (gazettes), degree theses, materials relevant
to Chinese studies research, and publications pertaining to international organizations.
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Arts and Audiovisual Center front view
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The NCL International Organization Information
Research Center (IOIRC) at the National Chengchi
University Center for Public and Business
Administration Education (CPBAE).
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Collection Development

Since coming to Taiwan in 1954, NCL has been developing its collection for over 55
years, and the total collection has already reached nearly 4 million volumes (items). The
collection contains the following items:

(1) Chinese language books: all domestic publications are deposited as per Taiwan's
Library Law, which designates NCL as Taiwan's legal deposit library.

(2) Rare books and special collections: rare books include editions from the Song, Jin,
Yuan, and Ming dynasties; manuscripts of famous literati; critical reference editions (pi
jiao ben); hand-copied books from every dynasty; and others totaling approximately
12,300 titles in over 126,000 volumes. Ming dynasty editions make up the largest part
of the collection, with over 6,000 titles. Other items in the collection also are very
valuable as research materials, such as Han era wood and bamboo slips, metal and stone
inscription rubbings, historic contract documents from Taiwan, folk block prints,
postcards from the Japanese colonial era, and the like.

(3) Government publications (gazettes), including all domestic government documents
legally deposited at NCL, as well as all legal documents received from overseas in
accord with NCL's exchange pacts with foreign governments.

(4) PhD and MA theses: NCL has a comprehensive collection of degree theses from all
domestic universities and institutes of higher education.

(5) Chinese studies materials: including Chinese studies or Sinology-related materials from
all over the world; microfilms of Chinese materials that have been lost or are held in
collections abroad; Chinese studies-related material published in Mainland China; up-
to-date local records from China; and local historical and literary materials.

(6) Publications from international organizations: primarily documents from organizations
affiliated with the United Nations.

(7) Electronic resources, including NCL-established information systems and databases,
over 200 databases licensed from overseas, and a collection of over 2,300 domestic
websites.

As of December, the number of volumes in the NCL collection (including books in
Chinese, Western languages, Japanese, and Korean as well as bound periodicals and rare
books) had reached 2,748,679 volumes.; serials and periodicals (in Chinese, Western
languages, Japanese, and Korean) totaled 22,811 titles; non-book materials reached 1,050,050
items; and Electronic resources numbered 369 titles.
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