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Exploring the Problems in Digitizing
Periodicals and Newspapers

Shufen Lin Meichen Sung
Seria Librarians, Nationa Central Library

[1 Abstract[]

Periodicals and newspapers act as transmitters of general information, the fastest
avenues for publishing the fruits of research developments and the main mediums for
recording the events of contemporary people, society, science and technology, etc.
Although possessing a large circulation, they are difficult to preserve, thereby causing
much inconvenience. Therefore, they greatly need to be digitized, which would be a
great improvement.

As stipulated by the old Publishing Law and the more recent Library Law of 2001,
the National Central Library has agreed to deposit the periodicals and newspapers pu-
blished in the Taiwan area. Of the more than 10,000 publications, at least 3,000 are aca-
demic in nature. Being published continuously, the number of items have grown to an
enormous amount. In addition, over time paper becomes delicate and yellow, requiring
appropriate storage management to ensure their availability for future reference.
Therefore, digitized storage has become the new trend. In addition to being more easily
stored and managed, such materials are more readily used by patrons. Especialy with
online distribution, the spread of knowledge will no longer be limited by distance.

As of 2001, the National Central Library entered the National Science Council’s
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“National Digital Archives Program” with its“NCL Periodical and Newspaper Digital
Archives Plan” Starting in 2002, this plan became one of the top national technical pro-
jects. Viathe implementation of this plan, within five years around 1,000 periodical and
30 newspaper titles from Taiwan will have been digitized. The main purposes of this
plan are to make the NCL's periodical and newspaper image database full of substance,
give the public convenient access and ensure their permanent preservation via digitiza-
tion. This will alow the cultura assets to be stored forever and hopefully will spur the
advancement of information internet technology, providing speedy document delivery for
library patrons and achieving the dream of alibrary without walls.

This plan was implemented two years ago with fruitful results. This article tries to
explore the methods of its operation and results. In addition, it provides relevant opera-
ting experiences as well as problems and suggestions in hopes of guiding other similar
plans to digitize collections and obtain opportunities to learn from each other.

Keywords: National Central Library, periodicals, newspapers, digitization



