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The publications of migrant associations are a primary source for studying the
migration history of Hong Kong Chinese. These first hand materials contain rich
narratives of Chinese immigrants and their organizations. Early settlers formed their
organizations based upon common identities of dialect and locality in immigrant
societies. Their publications not only reveal much of their immigrant history and
development in their host societies, but also their interactions with immigrant villages
in China. Clan, hometown and place-based trade associations have thrown a great
influence upon the everyday lives of Chinese settlers since the nineteenth century. And
Hong Kong Chinese associations have long been a hub to connect with the Chinese
overseas in Southeast Asia and North America since then. They networked with their
ethnic counterparts from various regions with the politico-economic change of these
regions. It allows us to see how these sojourning Hong Kong migrant associations
went through the localization, regionalization and transnationalism over the past
centuries in their residential society. The library collections of the Chinese University
of Hong Kong (CUHK) demonstrates that such publications of sojourning migrants
associations have been emerged in three different period of time in Hong Kong. This
article enumerates and analyzes the associational publications in the Special
Collections of the CUHK libraries to see how the Hong Kong Chinese identity
developed under various politico-economic environments over the time period from
1840 to current, and their significance to study of the migration history of Hong Kong

Chinese.
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