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Some extensive surveys about investigating citizen information need have been
made in 1970s, however, the term of “ Everyday Life Information Seeking ELIS ”
was first proposed by Savolainen in 1995 . The term of ELIS replaces other terms related
to nonwork information seeking and becomes a new stream of user information seeking
studies. This paper will introduce the theory, main concepts, and research framework of
the ELIS model, and discuss the advantages and drawbacks of this model and its contri-

bution to user information need research.
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