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In Ming Dynasty, the Nanjing city was functioning as a hub city of politics,
economics, culture, and transportation of the nation. Such great environment not only
enabled the development of various kinds of business, but also attracted citizens of
higher literacy and education with comparatively better financial background to reside
here. Hence, the city became a marketplace for writers, publishers, and book-press

engraving technicians. All of them unitedly became the important support of the book
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business of the time. In addition, thanks to the support from the central government
and the very convenient transportation, Nanjing became a very important area for
book-press engraving profession and for book dealers. The book dealers form a big
book stores cluster, selling books from all over the country. While most book dealers
were located around the San-Shan Street and in front of the Imperial College, there
were also some book stores scattered within narrower alleys. Due to the efficiency of
shopping at the clustered book stores, the book market of Nanjing earned quite good
fame and attracted many book lovers to come to visit. Consequently, the book market
of Nanjing was recognized as the very important place to visit for book acquisition of

all types or works.
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