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Qiaoxiang refers to any hometown of emigrant Chinese with a long history of large
scale outward migration. Most of the Chinese Americans and Southeast Asian Chinese
originated from certain villages in the provinces of Guangdong and Fujian. Some
emigrant villages published their own local giaokan (f&¥], emigrant region newsletter)
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to keep their emigrants informed of
local matters and to provide them with a communication forum in their hometown.
These giaoxiang serials were discontinued on the mainland after 1949 under unfavorable
policies on the Mainland towards Chinese overseas. They revived in the 1980s when
mainland China initiated an open door policy. To cement the social relations with
Chinese overseas, the old function of qiaoxiang serials was used in the emigrant villages
of South China. Based on the giaokan from the 1980s to the mid-1990s collected in the
Chinese University of Hong Kong Library, we find these publications dominated in
Jiangmen City and Five County of west Guangdong, the qiaoxiang of most old
immigrants since the late nineteenth century, and under-represented in Fuzhou region of
east Fujian, the qiaoxiang of most new Chinese migrants to North America since the
1980s. Based on spatiotemporal analysis and fieldwork conducted in Guangdong, Fujian
and New York City, we try to explore such a disproportionate distribution of new
giaokan publications from these two emigrant sources both with large emigrant
populations in North America. Based on our findings, we suggest a spatial and temporal
ontology methodology to better use of these giaokan in the migration processes of
various sub-ethnic groups, and see how they sustain the social relations and cultural

practices of their giaoxiang in the residential societies.
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