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To achieve the goal of the Development Strategy and Initiative Program for the Digital
Publishing Industry (2009-2013), the MOE has proposed the National E-Books Legal Deposit
and Permanent Preservation Program that is aimed for three major objectives, which are (1)
speeding the dissemination of e-book publishing information locally and internationally to
stimulate international cultural exchange and the development of electronic publishing industry;
(2) permanently preserving national digital cultural heritage; (3) promoting nation wide digital
reading. The Program is implemented through five tasks : (1) by forming a research team, to
explore and set the related guidelines or standards for legal deposit of e-books, including e-book
file format, the procedure to deposit, the rules for ISBN coding and cataloging, and the policy for
public access and reading under the copyright laws; (2) by outsourcing, to implement a
management and service system of legal deposit of e-books as a national deposit and service
center of e-books as well as an international digital service hub of Chinese culture ; (3) by using
the management and service system, to process the legal deposit of e-books, including ISBN
coding, cataloging and archiving; (4) to open legal deposit e-books for public access and reading
under the protect of copyright laws; (5) to promote the national policy of applying ISBNs for
e-books, legal deposit and digital reading.

The Program is supported by the National Science Council (NSC) for the first year.
Funding and operate of the tasks officially from July of 2010 to August of 2011. As of October
15, 2011, the program has accomplished all the sub-tasks and fulfilled its objectives : (1)
presenting 6 research project results of legal deposit for e-books related topics; (2) implementing
the Guideline of Legal Deposit for e-publication of National Central Library, the Guideline of
Assigning ISBN for e-books of National Central Library, Rule for borrowing e-books from
E-Publication Platform System of National Central Library, Handbook of Cataloging Electronic
Resource; (3) implementing E-Publication Platform System (EPS) with major functions
including e-book’s online/offline deposit, metadata maintain, DRM setting and encryption,
full-text transferring, circulation, etc. and open to the public; (4) acquiring about 7,400
authorized e-books and open for browsing and borrowing through EPS ; (5) attending two
international conferences for international exchange; (6)promoting the national policy of
depositing, ISBN assigning for e-books, and digital reading by participating and holding more
than 20 related programs locally and internationally; (7) EPS receives the award of Presidential
Citation for International Innovation in the Year 2011 of the American Library Association and
there are more than 50,000 registered membership users of EPS.
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