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Abstract

This talk situates Taiwan literature within the context of world literature.
It takes as its starting point David Damrosch’s definition of world literature as
“a mode of circulation and of reading” rather than “an infinite, ungraspable
canon of works.” Understood in this light, world literature studies investigate
how “works of world literature take on a new life as they move into the world
at large” and how this new life is possible as these works become reframed in
new cultural contexts. Taking the Taiwan-based Malaysian Chinese literature
writer Li Yongping and the Taiwanese feminist writer Li Ang as our case
studies, | try to demonstrate how the study of Taiwan literature as world
literature departs from Sinophone literature studies and “world literature in
Chinese” in its methodology. I also identify key issues for critical engagement.
Instead of defining Li Yongping and Li Ang as “world literature writers”
simply through subjective interpretations of their works, this talk argues for
the need for what I call “international recognition index” in determining the
world literature status of a writer. It draws upon the websites of Li Yongpin
and Li Ang constructed by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

(http://web.mit.edu/ccw/index.html) and the digital archives of the two writers

constructed by the National Chung Hsing University (http://twlit.blogspot.tw/)

to substantiate the discussion.


http://web.mit.edu/ccw/index.html
http://twlit.blogspot.tw/
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written extensively on postcolonial Taiwan literature and contemporary Taiwan
documentaries. Her recent publications include New Chinese-language
Documentaries (co-authored with Yingjin Zhang), Taiwan Cinema, International Reception,
and Social Change (co-edited with Ming-yeh Rawnsley and Gary Rawnsley), and journal
articles published in Modern Chinese Literature and Culture, New Literary History, The
China Quarterly, and The Journal of Asian Studies. She is currently co-guest-editing a
special issue of “Chinese Literature as World Literature” with Yingjin Zhang for Modern
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project under the aegis of National Taiwan Literature Museum in Taiwan.
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