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Abstract

The introduction of “thought unit” and its application to the study of Chinese
philosophy will be divided into two parts in my presentation. In the first part, 1 will
introduce this new method of studying Chinese philosophy, explain that the “thought
unit” is the method of systematic reconstruction of philosophical thought and point out
the function of the “thought unit” in the study of ancient Chinese thoughts.

Then, | will analyze the structure in the “thought unit” and related factors such as
the mastery of the phenomenon, the positioning of the meaning, the anticipation of the
development and the intent of the thinker. As such, | will divide them into three parts:
situation construction, situation handling and situational harmony.

In addition, I will introduce the reasoning method of the “thought unit,” of which
the “reasoning” can be divided into the “reason in accordance with” and the “reason
depended on.” The “reason in accordance with” refers to logic, such as deduction and
induction. The “reason depended on” refers to ethics, legal principles, psychology and
reason of other theories.

In the second part, | will explore specifically the issues of human features and
ethics through the research methods of the “thought unit” by taking Confucianism and
Mohism as examples. | hope to illustrate Mencius’ “good humanness” and Xunzi’s “the

evil features of human nature,” the similarities and differences between Confucius’
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“benevolence” and Mozi’s “universal love,” and point out the possibility of the

integration of Confucianism and Mohism in the larger “thought unit.”

About the Speaker:

Prof. Hsien-chung Lee obtained his Ph.D. from the Fu Jen Catholic University,
Taiwan. He is currently a professor in the Department of Philosophy, and the associate
dean of College of Liberal Arts at National Taiwan University. Prof. Lee is also the
Chairman of Chinese Association of Philosophy in Taiwan.

Prof. Lee’s major research fields are methods of Chinese philosophy, philosophy of
pre-Qin School of Names, philosophy of Mohism, and Chinese logic. Prof. Lee has
numerous academic publications in Chinese philosophy. His recent book, Han Fei,
Escape Quickly!, which tries to explain the relationship between the theory of Han Fei

and the modern world in an easy and humorous tone, is highly acclaimed in Taiwan.
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