
National Central Library Newsletter Vol. 49 No.1 February 20188

Director-General Klaus Ceynowa (left) poses with 
Director-General Tseng in the conference venue.

During the three days of this year’s annual 

conference, 164 people from 13 different countries 

attended, sharing their experience relating to the 

issues of the digital age.

 ■  Bavarian State Library Director-General 
Ceynowa Gives a Lecture at the NCL

BSB (Bavarian State Library) Director-General 

Klaus Ceynowa kindly accepted an invitation to 

lecture at the NCL on Nov. 10 and delivered his 

lecture, entitled “Content in Context–Collections 

and Services in the Digital World: Experiences and 

Examples from the Bavarian State Library.”

Dr. Ceynowa began the lecture by giving some 

statistics relating to the services provided by his 

library. In particular, he spoke of the hard work that 

has been put into the library’s digitization services 

and the results it has produced. He emphasized 

the phrase “content is king, context is queen,” to 

describe the inextricable link between the two. 

Using specific examples, he then explained 

the key institutional alliances and services of the 

digital age. He gave an example of the 3D digital 

microscope service provided by the BSB that 

offers up to 5000x optical magnification, which 

has enabled researchers to cross into a brand new 

field of research; an image-based similarity search 

makes use of a function that explores similar data, 

extending the limits of the service. After the lecture, 

the audience eagerly posed questions and exchanged 

views with the speaker.

Dr. Ceynowa answers questions.

 ■  T h e  C o n f e re n c e  o n  C o o p e r a t i v e 
Development and Sharing of Chinese 
Resources

T h e  11t h  C o n fe r e n c e  o n  C o o p e r a t i ve 

Development and Sharing of Chinese Resources 

(CCDSCR) and the Council Meet ing of the 

CCDSCR was convened on Oct. 24 at the Sir Robert 

Ho Tung Library, Macao. The meeting was attended 

by ten representatives from libraries in China, 

Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao. Attending on 

behalf of the NCL were Deputy Director-General, 

Ying-mei Wu, and Head of the Center for Chinese 

Studies Materials Division of the NCL, Wei-tung 

Chang.

Deputy Director-General Wu reported on the 

recent progress of the Union Catalogue of Chinese 

Rare Books project. Ms. Wu requested that libraries 

from China, Hong Kong, and Macao contribute 

information on their rare book holdings to the 

catalogue.
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Deputy Director-General Wu (3rd from left) attends the 
CCDSCR.

 ■  Technology and Archeology: Special 
Exhibition “Monuments of Mosul in 
Danger”

From Nov. 21, 2017 to Jan. 21, 2018, the National 

Central Library (NCL) and the Oriental Institute 

of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic 

jointly held an exhibition entitled “Monuments 

of Mosul in Danger” at the NCL. The opening 

ceremony for the exhibition was held on Nov. 

21. Both Representative Václav Jílek, the Czech 

Economic and Cultural Off ice in Taipei, and 

Director Ondřej Beránek, Oriental Institute of the 

Academy of Sciences, were invited to deliver the 

opening remarks.

This exhibition was first shown in February 

2017 at the Academy of Sciences. Taiwan is the 

location for the exhibition’s first overseas showing. 

Mosul is a famous Middle Eastern historical city 

whose residents have been driven from their homes 

by the chaos of war; treasured ancient sites have 

also been a victim of the conflict. Using satellite 

imaging, telemetry, and historical photographs, a 

group of historians and archeologists have launched 

a systematic review and record of this cultural 

disaster. The exhibition uses techniques such as 

augmented reality (AR) and 3D printing to present 

the results of the archeological survey.

Representative Václav Jílek (4th right), Director-General 
Tseng (5th right) and Director Ondřej Beránek (center) 
toast the opening of the exhibition.

 ■  Book Donation Ceremony and National 
Premiere of a Documentary

On Oct. 12, 2017, a ceremony was held in the 

National Central Library (NCL) for the donation 

of 100 sets of the Complete Works of Venerable 

Master Hsing Yun by the FoGuang Shan (佛光山) 

Foundation for Buddhist Culture and Education. 

A documentary entitled “Humanistic Buddhism: 

Beginner’s Mind” also received its first screening 

at the event. The 100 sets of the Complete Works 

are to be donated to 100 libraries and universities 

across Taiwan, each set comprising 365 volumes, 

symbolizing the endless cycle of the days of the 

year. Each set is a portrait of the conduct and 

virtues of Master Hsing Yun, and the crystallization 

of his personal wisdom. 

The ver y f i r s t  sc reen ing was held of  a 

documentary entitled “Humanistic Buddhism: 

Beginner’s Mind,” followed by a discussion. All 

in all, this event included three firsts: the first 

ceremony marking the donation of the Complete 

Works of Venerable Master Hsing Yun; the first 

screening of “Humanistic Buddhism: Beginner’s 

Mind”; and the first stop on the itinerary of the 

“Master Hsing Yun Works Collection Exhibition” 

before it goes on tour. It was hoped that readers 

would come into contact with the wisdom of the 


