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Abstract

As the most prestigious research institute in Taiwan, Academia Sinica provides a
miniature representation of the history of the digital humanities on the island. Lin
Fu-shih 4k % 4 (1960-), a researcher at the institute, divides this history into three key
phases based on governmental funding: the establishment of full text databases, the
creation of digital archives, and the establishment of the digital humanities as a field. In
the first phase, beginning in 1984, the institute tried to help scholars in Chinese studies
find citations more efficiently. In the second phase, beginning in 1998, the concept of a
digital archive was introduced and the institute tried to set up its own archives that went
beyond a defined group of texts. And, in the third phase which began in 2012, the
problem of how to further utilize digital texts and archives became the main focus of the
institute's efforts. Other institutes related to the digital humanities in Taiwan have gone
through a similar three-stage process. Among them, the Dharma Drum College of
Liberal Arts established, and maintains, the well-known Chinese Buddhist Electronic
Texts database as well as a research platform to help scholars doing digital humanities
study the collection. In addition, the Research Center for Digital Humanities at National
Taiwan University continues to build databases for its digital archive collections, and
moreover has developed a research platform, DocuSky, to help researchers analyze and

visualize their textual data.
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However, despite these important accomplishments, the future of the digital
humanities in Taiwan is not as rosy as one might think. Following six years of funding
digital humanities’ projects, the Ministry of Science and Technology has stopped
accepting proposals. While the Ministry of Education has announced a plan to fund
courses in the digital humanities for four years starting in 2017, this plan is closely
associated with digital economics and not the humanities more generally. Whether the
digital humanities will be successfully developed in Taiwan is yet to be seen, and as an
enthusiastic proponent of the digital humanities, 1 will share my views on possible

future developments in this talk..
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