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Abstract

As fields of knowledge, the humanities have been facing a tremendous challenge
in the information era. On the one hand, the humanities have proven unable to attract a
sufficient number of students in capitalist societies. On the other, the speed of
information exchange is much faster than in previous eras. People have become so busy
making contacts with other people that they have lost interest in communicating with
the past, which is the main focus of the humanities. Moreover, as concerns information
about the past, lots of informational nibbles are now available via internet encyclopedias,
such as the famous Wikipedia, but not through forums provided by scholars in the
humanities. In the west, younger scholars engage with the digital humanities to utilize
computational power to make their fields more persuasive and interesting through the
application of visualization tools. However, some older scholars still reject the use of
digital methods in their areas of knowledge and consider digital humanities as nothing
more than a whimsical phenomenon. In Taiwan, the sense of crisis among scholars in
the humanities is not yet deeply perceived owing to a couple of factors: first, and most
importantly, there is not enough funding for developing the digital humanities; and
second, there is a lack of academic positions devoted to this field. However, despite this,
there are some institutes connected with research and education in the humanities,

especially prestigious ones, which have built databases or digitized searchable texts that
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can serve as a solid basis for the future development of the digital humanities. Among
these institutes, the Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts has established and
maintained the globally known Chinese Buddhist Electronic Texts, and a web research
platform has also been installed in recent years. Other institutes, like the Center of
Digital Humanities at National Taiwan University and the three humanities institutes at
Academia Sinica also have their own digital humanities projects. As for the future,
whether the efforts of these institutes will influence research and education in the

humanities is waiting to be observed and is difficult to discern from the status quo.
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