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Local Cultures and Customs at the Equator:
Cantonese folksong and Bamboo-twig Poetry in
Singapore and Malaya

KO CHIA CIAN*
Abstract

In regards to narratives concerning the Chinese migrations or diaspora, the
notion “southbound” (nanlai F%K) represents the economy and labor mobility in
Nanyang and symbolizes the geographical traces of literary and cultural diffusion,
which deserves further analysis. Migrations and diasporic literati constituted
a context in which Sinophone literature and culture in Singapore and Malaya
originated and formed both the early literary circles and production of literature in
the two regions. The immigrant society was comprised of dispersed Chinese with
various dialects, and therefore, in addition to Han poetry, Cantonese folksong (Yue
ou EF8) and bamboo-twig poetry (zhuzhi ci 775 5d]) were two other common
literary forms depicting local customs and characteristics. These writings not
only touch upon the survival experiences of the emigrants’ subjectivity, but
simultaneously highlights the encounters, changings and developments of languages
in a foreign land, which gave rise to the imaginations of the literati towards their
emigrant society and homelands.

This article looks at how Cantonese folklores at the time during the Great
East Asian war and bamboo-twig poetry—written by those diasporic Chinese who

crossed Southeast Asia and came in contact with cultures near the Equator—became

* KO CHIA CIAN, associate professor, Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan
University.
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essential literary forms describing local customs, and in turn, allowed the writers to

engage in reflection.

Keywords: bamboo-twig poetry (zhuzhi ci), Cantonese folksong (Yue ou),
Nanyang Topography, Diasporic Han (Chinese) Poetry, Sinophone
Malaysian Literature
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A Singaporean National Treasure: An Analysis of
Pan Shou’s Calligraphy and Poetry

Tan Chee Lay* and Liu Minghuan**
Abstract

Poet and calligrapher Pan Shou J%4%2 (1911-1999) is regarded as one of
Singapore’s cultural treasures. He is especially known for his “Nanyang style”
classical poetry and unique “Pan-style” calligraphic renderings of these poems,
in which the arts of poetry and calligraphy are said to complement each other
perfectly. His works represent an epitome of both classical poetics and traditional
calligraphy, while also being innovative in their poetic and calligraphic
vocabulary. He crosses boundaries of style and genre, continues tradition and
also breaks new ground. This paper takes as its text the corpus of Pan’s varied
poetry, exploring its pluralistic inheritance and development in the context of

Singaporean Chinese language poetry.

Keywords: Pan Shou %57, Pan-style poetry and calligraphy, Sinophone

literature, pluralism

* Tan Chee Lay, associate professor, Asian languages and Cultures Academic Group, National
Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University.

**  Liu Minghuan, assistant, Jiangsu University of Technology.
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Fabricating and Constructing One’s Own Identity:
Bai Yao’s Revisit of Nanyang

Lim Choon Bee*
Abstract

Bai Yao arrived in Malaya immediately after the country gained independence.
As one of the leading figures of the Students Weekly and Chao Foon magazines, his
works had prompted the first wave of modernism in the history of Mahua literature.
He disappeared from the local literary arena after emigrating to the United States
in the 1980s, but re-emerged in Chao Foon and Nanyang Literature magazines at
the end of the 20" century. The publication of his complete works Lii yun qi yu L
cao EEFLA%4EEE and his unfinished autobiographical novel Lii yun gian shu %%
ZEFE in Malaysia may carry particular significance. This article examines his
“Nanyang” experiences during the two different periods and discusses the different
dimensions of the construction of his identity.

Keywords: Bai Yao, Mahua, Chao Foon, Nanyang, re-Nanyang

* Lim Choon Bee, Associate Professor, Department of Foreign Languages, Universiti Putra
Malaysia.
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Memory, Landscape and Humanity:
Wong Yun Wah’s Nanyang Writing of the Peoples,
Cultures, and Sceneries of Singapore and
Malaya/Malaysia

Lee Soo Chee*
Abstract

Wong Yoon Wah F-JBZE (1941- ) is a notable writer of Singaporean and
Malaysian Chinese literature. Wong was born in Temoh, a southern town in Perak’s
Kinta Valley during British Malaya. His grandfather moved to the Malay Peninsular
from southern China during the late Qing dynasty. As part of the third generation
of Chinese to have lived in Malaya/Malaysia, his lifetime spans a number of major
historical periods, and so for him, the memories and landscapes of Kinta Valley
and Singapore are filled with colonial and post-colonial narratives and meanings.
Kinta Valley and Singapore are not only the places where Wong has witnessed the
affairs of the world, but also the prism through which he watches, recognizes and
understands the colonial and post-colonial worlds. It is in this sense that Wong
mobilizes literary images drawn from his memories of Nanyang’s colonial past,
and the Singaporean and Malaysian landscapes of the post-colonial present—the
flowers, grasses, trees, vegetables, fruits, fish, insects, rain, and the ‘new village’
of the tropical rainforest; and the merlion statues, steel supertrees, metal flowers

and grasses, and port cranes of the urban landscape—and invests them with a

* Lee Soo Chee, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul

Rahman.
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rich cultural sense. His imagery therefore embodies his critique of Singapore and
Malaya/Malaysia, and their societies, politics, histories and cultures, while lending
a humanistic consciousness to the landscapes he constructs in his writings.

In short, this paper’s aims are twofold: Firstly, to investigate the links
between Wong’s literary imagery and his colonial and post-colonial experiences
of Singapore and Malaya/Malaysia. In particular, this concerns how his images
communicate his thoughts on anti-colonialism, anti-oppression, anti-exploitation,
anti-war/military action, humanity, environmental protection, ecological balance,
and other major humanistic concerns. Secondly, this paper aims to evaluate the
writing techniques, literary achievements, value, and position of his Nanyang

landscape writings in the context of Sinophone literature as a whole.

Keywords: Wong Yun Wah T-JE#£, memory, landscape, humanistic consciousness,

Nanyang writing of Singapore and Malaya/Malaysia
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(Post-) Diaspora Narrative, Cultural Identity,
and the Problem of Identity Orientation:
The Nanyang Writing of Contemporary Mahua Poets

Teoh Kong Tat*
Abstract

This paper discusses contemporary Mahua (F5ZE Malaysian Chinese)
Nanyang (B South Seas) poetry, exploring the relationship between historical
context, cultural identity and writing strategies in these poems. Since the 1990s,
Mahua poets have continued to write on Nanyang themes. These “Nanyang poems”
in the broad sense, are worthy of our attention as a powerful facet of both Chinese
diaspora and Malaysian sinophone literature. This paper begins with a foreword,
which clarifies the meaning of its key terms. The next three sections analyze the
Nanyang poems of You Yipiao J§7LL5H, Chen Dawei [ £ and Lin Jianwen ££
{2, respectively, to understand how historical identity, cultural imagination and
subject are constructed through broader historical and narrower personal family
history narratives from cross-border or counter-memory perspectives. The fourth
section of the paper treats the Nanyang writing in the poems as history and as
theoretical basis to discuss a multiplicity of historical realities, and proposes a
tentative theory using critiques of counter-memory and transnational horizons. The
conclusion attempts to break free of such binary frameworks as local vs diaspora or
anti-diaspora vs secondary diaspora, and proposes the post-diaspora term Nanyang/

Malaysian sinophone.

* Teoh Kong Tat, writer, literary critic.
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“World-to-Come” in Writings on Rainforests:
Rainforest Novels by Li Yongping, Pan Yutong and
Chang Kuei-hsing

Min-xu Zhan*
Abstract

For the Taiwanese reader, a tropical rainforest is the most familiar characteristic
associated with Southeast Asia, but writings on rainforests are frequent sites for
criticism which comment on their exotic tone. In order to respond to this type of
criticism, this paper has selected Li Yongping’s Z=27k ¥ Dahe jintou (Where the
Great River Ends, vols. 1 and 2; 2010), Pan Yutong’s /& He’an chuanshuo
(Riverbank Legends; 2002), and Chang Kuei-hsing’s 58 & Hou bei (Monkey
Cup; 2000) for analysis, all of which are representative of rainforest novels. This
paper first affirms the exotic tone found within writings on rainforests. Afterwards,
the author attempts to assert that the con notations of this type of “heterogeneity”
do not merely run skin-deep, but rather implicitly suggest a kind of desire for a
future world, which this paper refers to as “world-to-come” within writings on

rainforests.

Keywords: Rainforest, Sinophone Malaysian Literature in Taiwan, Cultural
Heterogeneity, Exotic

*  Min-xu Zhan, assistant professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational
Cultural Studies, National Chung Hsing University.
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Literary Migrations between Northeast and
Southeast Asia during the Imperial-Colonial Period:
The Case of Dai Yinlang

CHONG Fah Hing™
Abstract

Southeast Asian overseas Chinese found themselves in special circumstances
both before and after the Pacific War. The collapse of imperial China and the rise
of the new Republic did not bring them any substantial benefits. Subsequently,
overseas Chinese gradually divided into two camps. On the eve of the post-war
disintegration of the British Empire, a wave of turbulent nationalism sweeping
through Southeast Asia had a significant impact on the overseas Chinese living
there. At this juncture between old and new, Chinese literati took a complex
psychological journey on a rocky road of shifting identities. The experience of
Overseas Chinese writers and literati born in Southeast Asia was similar. Prior
to the birth of new nations and regimes in their birthplaces and the establishment
of a new state in the motherland, they had already been moving back and
forth between Northeast and Southeast Asia. In doing so, they had crossed the
boundaries between imperial and colonial contexts, and embodied a unique
literary mentality.

The figure discussed in this paper is left-wing man of letters Dai Yinlang #{,
FZHB. Born in pre-war Malaya, Dai studied painting in Shanghai and returned

* Chong Fah Hing, senior lecturer, Department of Modern Languages, Faculty of Modern
Languages and Communication, Universiti Putra Malaysia.
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to Malaya after graduation, after which he spent time in Singapore, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and mainland China. This article attempts to explore how, as a writer and
artist active during the collapse of both Eastern and Western imperialism and
colonialism, Dai he wandered between Southeast and Northeast Asia with his pens
and carving tools, to serve his political beliefs and seek his spiritual home.

Keywords: Imperialism and colonialism, war, cross-boundary, literary migration,
Dai Yinlang #{[ZHN
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“My Artist and Literati Friends”: Seow Yeoh Thian’s
Interaction with Acquaintances from Taiwan and
Hong Kong

TH’NG Bee Fu*
Abstract

In the mid-twentieth century, the Sino-Japanese War and Chinese Civil War
created political turmoil and mass migration in China. When Chinese migrated to
Southeast Asia during that period, they brought their culture with them. Among
these migrants were many fleeing literati, one of whom was Seow Yeoh Thian 7
%K. This article focuses on how Seow Yeoh Thian interacted with literati from
Penang, Taiwan and Hong Kong, particularly Chang Dai-ch’ien 58 AT, Ch’ien
Mu 2 V0, 1 Chun-tso 557 /£ and Jao Tsung-I f5%[H. Seow Yeoh Thian, a
native of Chaoyang JEif5;, contributed greatly to the development of Nanyang (55
7 South Seas) literature. He drifted to Hong Kong in 1949, and subsequently
settled down in Penang in 1953. He made a lot of friends in every place he lived,
with whom he frequently gathered and exchanged knowledge, and sometimes
shared art and writings. These interactions helped shape the development of culture
and education in Southeast Asia. This article investigates the intellectual context
and social resources of the time and, with a focus on Seow Yeoh Thian, exploits
previously overlooked ways to understand how literati comprehended their worlds
of experience in a new era.

Keywords: Seow Yeoh Thian 7% K; social intercourse; literati from the north;
Taiwan; Hong Kong

* TH’NG Bee Fu, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman.
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The Relationship between Malaysia and
Taiwan Buddhism (1992-2017)

Tan Ai Boay* and Toh Teong Chuan**
Abstract

The purpose of this research is to demonstrate the relationship between
Malaysian and Taiwanese Buddhism. Since Taiwanese Buddhism arrived in
Malaysia, has Malaysian Buddhism accepted Taiwanese Buddhism in its entirety,
or has it still retained some of its local flavour? The research begins in 1992, the
year Fo Guang Shan f#)'¢[1] officially established itself in Malaysia. The paper
discusses several aspects of this question: First, a brief account is given of the
development of Chinese Buddhism in Malaysia before the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhism. The second part of the paper deals with the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhist organizations, such as Fo Guang Shan, Tzu Chi 24775, Amitabha Buddhist
Society JF5%E &, Dharma Drum Mountain ;&5 ([1, and Liulishan F7¥5(1] among
others, and surveys their distribution. Lastly, this paper probes into how Malaysian
and Taiwanese Buddhism interact, and whether their relationship is ultimately a
cooperative or a competitive one. This research finds that the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhist organizations has stimulated Malaysian Buddhism, particularly through
their tightness, effectiveness, and ability to rapidly mobilize resources, qualities

Malaysian Buddhist groups have previously lacked.

Keywords: Buddhism in Malaysia and Taiwan, organizational expansion

* Tan Ai Boay, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman.
**  Toh Teong Chuan, Head of Department (Kampar Campus), Department of Chinese Studies,
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman.
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From Sinophone to a Sinophone Community:
A Malaysian Chinese Writer in Taiwan

WOO KAM LOON*
Abstract

Since the 1960s, Malaysian Chinese writers in Taiwan, including those who
have remained in Taiwan, traveled through Taiwan, or left Taiwan and returned
afterwards, have maintained continuous interaction with Malaysian Chinese
writers, despite the geographical distance between Taiwan and Malaysia, who have
never been or travelled to Taiwan. These Malaysian Chinese in Taiwan, whether
engaged in producing literature, being awarded prizes, literary research, publishing,
education, or other professional fields, have formed an invisible community, which
I refer to as the “Sinophone Malaysian Chinese community.”

This community has created a Sinophone phenomenon. Beyond merely
forming Sinophone literature within Malaysia and Taiwan, the writers, published
works, readership, and publishing houses and markets have disrupted the
demarcation separating the two countries and connected the two bringing about a
vibrant, dynamic energy for Sinophone literature, publishing and reading through
their cross-boundary interactions—the exchange of literary works, thought and
culture. In recent years, there have been several cases which may serve as points for
worthwhile discussion, such as Jia Ya’s {Et5f Jia Ya shiji: wo de gingchun xiaoniao
(Little Bird of My Youth), Li Yijun’s ZXE% Yi meng zhi bei: Li Yijun changpian

xiaoshuo which was selected by Literary Connection: Chinese Language Literature

* Editor in Chief, Linking Publishing Co., Ltd.
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Links, recipient of the 19th National Award for Art Lee Yung-ping Z2/k %, the
Malaysian Chinese Fiction Project which is supported by the National Culture and
Arts Foundation, Wu Ming-Yi’s S2AH%5 The Stolen Bicycle, A-po’s [[}% Youyu de
bianjie (The Border of Melancholia), and the rising writer Xu Zhen-Fu £
Considering the concept of a Sinophone Malaysian Chinese community,
this paper aims to illustrate how the literary works, discourse, and research
accomplishments of Malaysian Chinese in Taiwan affected their exchange with and

acceptance in Taiwan.

Keywords: Sinophone, Sinophone Malaysian Chinese Community, Sinophone
Community, Malaysian Chinese Literature, Malaysian Chinese Writer
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