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In this issue Spotlights

■　 An Even Distribution Globally, Entering the Middle 
East: NCL and Tel Aviv University Establish the First 
Taiwan Resource Center for Chinese Studies in the 
Middle East
On January 8, 2020, National Central Library NCL Director-

General Shu-hsien Tseng signed a cooperation agreement with Tel Aviv 
University Vice President Raanan Rein to establish a Taiwan Resource 
Center for Chinese Studies. An opening ceremony was also held, during 
which the plaque for the new Center was unveiled. This is NCL’s first 
Taiwan Resource Center for Chinese Studies in the Middle East region. 

NCL Director-General Tseng presents the Tel Aviv University with a replica of 
the Diamond Sutra.

Established in 1956, Tel Aviv University is Israel’s largest 
university. Its Central Library has in its collection books in a variety 
of languages and is actively engaged in digital services, providing 
substantial support for both teaching and research. Tel Aviv University 
is also an important East Asian research center in Israel and engaged in-
depth exploration of civilizations in China, India, Japan and their mutual 
interaction. 

National Central Library selects important universities or research 
institutes overseas to set up centers, thereby augmenting collaboration 
with Chinese studies research institutions around the world, promoting 
the exchange of Chinese studies at home and abroad, and disseminating 
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 ■  The International Symposium on ETD Held in Taiwan for the 
First Time at the NCL

The Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD) 

organized the first International Symposium on Electronic Theses and 

Dissertations (ETD) in 1998. This year, the 21st annual symposium took 

place in Taiwan for the first time, where it was hosted by the National 

Central Library (NCL) from September 26-28, 2018.

The theme for this year’s symposium was “Beyond the Boundaries of 

Rims and Oceans: Globalizing Knowledge with ETDs.” Attending were 

NDLTD’s executive director and chairman of the board, Dr. Edward A. Fox, 

local Taiwanese scholars, as well as distinguished guests from the U.S., 

Canada, Brazil, France, Germany, India, Australia, Singapore, Mainland 

China, Thailand, the Philippines, and Korea. Discussion topics included: 

“Collecting and Sharing Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETD),” “Local 

Deputy Minister of Education Teng-chiao Lin (8th left, front row), NCL Director-
General Shu-hsien Tseng (7th left), and overseas attendees at the opening ceremony 
of ETD Symposium.
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research achievements in Chinese studies from 
Taiwan. This project not only can increase 
interaction between NCL and research institutions 
abroad and provide more opportunities for 
collaboration, but also can allow more people 
to come into contact with and use e-resources 
on Taiwan and Chinese studies, thus increasing 
Taiwan’s visibility and influence on the world 
stage.

In setting up this Taiwan Resource Center 
for Chinese Studies at Tel Aviv University, NCL 
provided 153 titles (214 volumes) on Chinese 
studies and Taiwan studies. In the future, new 
books will be sent each year. NCL also provided 
access to its numerous digital collections and 
e-book databases so that students and faculty at 
Tel Aviv University can access them. According 
to the stipulations in the cooperation agreement, 
Taiwan Lectures on Chinese Studies will be held 
at the Center in the future, as well as conferences 
and related exhibitions. 

During the opening ceremony, NCL Director-
General Tseng took time to present a replica of 
Annotated Poems of Su Dongpo, a work that 
is over 800 years old and which is a national 
treasure, as well as a replica of the only surviving 
dual-colored Diamond Sutra in the world. These 
two replicas have a total of 22 volumes. This gift 
is a witness to the historical importance of this 
collaboration between the two libraries. It is also 
a beginning to future collaborations. 

In working with Tel Aviv University to 
establish the Center, Vice President Rein thanked 
NCL in his remarks for providing such a rich 
assortment of physical and digital resources 
and enriching the holdings in their library. 
Representative Paul Kuoboug Chang from the 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Tel 
Aviv was invited to make remarks as well. He 
expressed his wishes on the success of the Center. 
Tel Aviv University’s Central Library Director Dr. 
Scheftelowitz also expressed her sincere thanks in 
the increase in quality of the library’s collections 
as a result of setting up this Center. Chair of the 

East Asian Department Dr. Ori Sela was very 
grateful for the replicas donated and the research 
resources provided by NCL, and hopes that this is 
the first step in a long collaborative journey. 

The establishment of a Taiwan Resource 
Center for Chinese Studies is not only helpful 
in expanding scholarly exchange and spreading 
Taiwan-styled Chinese studies but also functions 
as a critical window internationally, making 
visible great books published in Taiwan and the 
abundance of e-resources for Chinese studies to 
more people. On display are the achievements in 
Taiwan’s efforts to promote Chinese studies.

   

A group photo during signing the cooperation 
agreement.

A group photo at the Taiwan Resource Center for 
Chinese Studies after unveiling its official plaque.


