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Wan-yin Hung, as well as three assistant editors: 
Hung-te Wang, Nai-wei Chen, and Chao-min 
Chiu. During the five-day camp, the students 
were guided on thinking of a topic, selecting 
appropriate reference works, and presenting 
ample research findings through independent 
thinking and group collaboration. 

At the outset of the camp, National Central 
Library’s Deputy Director-General Ying-mei Wu 
encouraged students to take advantage of this 
learning opportunity. Not only will they gain 
a greater understanding of how to use library 
resources, but they will also be able to apply 
these research methods and logical thinking in 
their future occupations. Even more importantly, 
the other students they will get to know during 
the discussions will become important partners in 
their future paths. 

After the camp, an analysis was conducted 
on the three-tiered learning survey filled out by 
participating students before and after the camp. 
The average score rose  from 3.4 to 4.44. Students 
expressed that they had learned a lot. Participants 
were reluctant to leave after the camp ended and 
were busy setting times when they would meet 
again.

 

Students wear their “Research starts with a question” 
T-shirts.

■　  NCL Hosts “Local Memories in Digital 
Archives: Tamsui Wiki as a Case 
Study” Lecture

To increase and strengthen the professional 
acumen of NCL staff and librarians throughout 

Taiwan in library and information science and 
in operational knowledge, on August 24 NCL 
invited Prof. Sinn-Cheng Lin from Tamkang 
University’s Department of Information and 
Library Science to speak on “Local Memories in 
Digital Archives: Tamsui Wiki as a Case Study.”

NCL Director-General Shu-hsien Tseng 
stated in her remarks that each country and 
even each locale has now started developing 
and promoting various types of local memory 
projects. Not only can it preserve precious records 
and culture of local history and humanities but 
also through innovation and application can 
promote local culture and use. This lecture 
aimed to help NCL staff and other librarians 
understand how to bring together local memory 
and community participation by highlighting the 
process and experience of Prof. Lin’s execution 
of the Tamsui Memory project and the creation of 
the Tamsui Wiki. This can also aid in the digital 
preservation of cultural assets and educational 
promotion, as well as understand core spirit and 
methods of promoting public history and digital 
humanities collaboration. Furthermore, he hopes 
that NCL staff can gain something from the 
valuable experience and knowledge shared in the 
lecture, and that it can be effectively applied to 
the creation and long-term maintenance of NCL’s 
Taiwan Memory.

A scene of the lecture.

During the lecture, Prof. Lin began by 
discussing the basic meaning of digital archives 
so that the audience clearly understood the 
three elements of digital archives (users, the 
system, and content). He tweaked the Five Laws 
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of Library Science to form the Five Laws of 
Digital Archives and emphasized that digital 
archives are not only to be used but are also a 
continuously growing organism. Prof. Lin also 
shared in his lecture that the core values of public 
history and digital collaboration, as well as 
how he executed his plan for a Tamsui Memory 
archive and a Tamsui Wiki. He explained how 
cross-discipline online community digital 
collaboration could be used for offline learning 
and co-creation of digital content. This would 
promote the long-term preservation of culture, 
make historical education more widespread, 
and promote local culture. Prof. Lin also shared 
many different channels and methods for doing 
so, such as applying multifaceted digital policies, 
making documentaries, publishing e-books, 
visiting ancient sites, interviewing the elders 
in communities, developing VR, and putting 
on circuit exhibitions. Prof. Lin’s lecture was 
very intriguing, giving the audience a deep 
understanding of digital archives and examples of 
integrated promotion across disciplines. It was a 
great way to end the lecture.

Director-General Tseng leads a post-lecture Q&A 
session.

NCL Publication
■　  A Profi le  of  Academic Resource 

Capacity in Taiwan’s Universities

The NCL is an important research library in 
Taiwan. It is responsible for the tasks of collecting 
the nation’s books and disseminating knowledge. 
It is also an institution of legal deposit for 
publications in Taiwan. In addition to paper books, 
e-books, and audio-visual materials, masters and 
PhD dissertations from all universities in Taiwan 
are subject to deposit. In accordance with the spirit 
of freedom of information and "open access", the 
NCL offers researchers convenience with which 
to conduct academic research and consultation. 
With the support of the Ministry of Education, the 
NCL has established three extremely important 
databases: the National Digital Library of Theses 
and Dissertations in Taiwan, the PerioPath: Index 
to Taiwan Periodical Literature System, and the 
Taiwan Citation Index-Humanities and Social 
Sciences (TCI-HSS). All authorized electronic full 
texts are open to the Internet, and can be freely 
accessed by researchers; through the integration 
and connection of the relevant data resources of 
these three databases, researchers can effectively 
retrieve the required data. The databases could be 
described as three great tools for Chinese academic 
research.

The databases have collected tens of millions 
of items of bibliographic data and more than one 
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