B The National Central Library and the
Korean Studies Institute Sign MOU:
Library Information and Special
Collections Find a Closer Exchange
between the Two Countries

In an effort to promote international scholarly
exchange and the preservation of ancient Chinese
books, on March 20, 2024 the National Central
Library and the Korean Studies Institute (KSI)
met at NCL to sign a comprehensive collaboration
agreement and another agreement to work together
on the Chinese Union Catalog of Rare Books. These
were signed by NCL Director-General Han-Ching
Wang and KSI Director Chong Jong-sup. Both of
them thanked Representative Cheng-kai Guo from
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Busan
who brought about this collaboration.
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National Central Library and the Korean Studies Institute with
signed MOU

The Korean Studies Institute was established in
1995. It is located in Andong, a city with the nickname,
the City of Confucians. Its aim is to “contribute to
the development of human culture on a global and
local scale by promoting Korean culture.” Through
systematic research, collecting as many historical
documents among the Korean people as possible, and
conducting research on what is found, it promotes
a creative means to pass on traditional culture. The
Institute’s collection contains more than 650,000 books,
of which 718 titles have been registered on UNESCO’s
World Heritage list. KSI has developed into an
important institution in Korea that promotes Korean
studies and research. It is well known abroad.

NCL Director-General Han-Ching Wang stated
that after signing the comprehensive MOU, the
Korean Studies Institute will become NCL’s 29"
collaborating partner. Both parties can promote
publication exchange, and engage in library
information events together, such as having experts
lecture or sharing scientific knowledge, experience
or skills. Co-hosting exhibitions is also another
option. Director-General Wang also pointed out
that because the Korean Studies Institute has a rich
collection of ancient Chinese books, both parties
also signed another agreement today to collaborate
on the Chinese Union Catalog of Rare Books. NCL
has more than 94 collaborating partners on this
project and hopes that their efforts will further add to
the Chinese Union Catalog of Rare Books database.
Special exhibitions will also be held in both countries
so that both parties can continue striving for the
preservation and use of ancient Chinese books, these
wonderful assets of human civilization.

Group photo of the dignitaries in attendance

KSI Director Chong also stated that in recent
years KSI has not only been engaged in promoting
various projects related to Korean books and cultural
legacy (such as continuing to research traditional
culture and explain its value and significance, as
well as guiding the research and development of
Korean Studies various disciplines), but also in
working toward digital research and welcoming in a
new period of transition. It is hoped that through this
trip to Taiwan and KSI’s interaction with NCL and
Academia Sinica the end result will be an increase in
scholarly contact, publication exchanges, personnel
exchanges, and resource sharing.
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In addition to signing the two agreements, both
institutions exchanged replicas of rare books in
their respective collections— Ryu Seong-ryong’s A
Record of Corrections from KSI and a Yuan dynasty
version of the Diamon Sutra (a national treasure)
from NCL. After the meeting, arrangements were
made for professionals to begin discussing the
digitization and preservation of materials at KSI, as
well as a report on the promotion of research. In the
future, this collaborative relationship will not only
bless both institutions but also researchers in both
countries will be able to have deeper interaction
through the digital resources that are created.
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The Korean Studies Institute gifted NCL a replica of A Record of
Corrections

Events

B Writing a River—Manuscripts of
Professor Chun-hsing Chang, Giant in
the Field of Psychology, Added to the
NCL Collection

Professor Chun-hsing Chang (1927-2014) was
a giant in the field of psychology in Taiwan, who
worked tirelessly in academic scholarship for many
decades, dedicating his life to education and creating
fertile ground for the growth of new talents. He
authored numerous works including Educational
Psychology and Chang’s Dictionary of Psychology.
Recently, his family has donated manuscripts, notes,
and letters related to his publications to National
Central Library, holding the “Writing a River—
Donation Ceremony for Professor Chun-hsing
Chang’s Manuscripts” with NCL Director-General

Han-ching Wang accepting the donation on behalf of
NCL.

NCL Director-General Han-ching Wang received the donation

Director-General Han-ching Wang expressed
that Professor Chun-hsing Chang was one of the most
representative figures in the field of psychology in
Taiwan and was significantly influential in the field of
educational psychology. He taught at National Taiwan
Normal University’s Department of Educational
Psychology and Counseling for over forty years and
nurtured countless talents during his career. His most
renowned work, Educational Psychology, advocates
for the cultivation of teachers through a localized and
culturally relevant approach, earning a reputation as
a must-read classic for education practitioners. After
his retirement, he continued his dedication to the field
for nearly 20 years, independently editing Chang’s
Dictionary of Psychology, which covered a wide
range of psychological knowledge. NCL’s mission is
to preserve culture and promote and enrich academic
research and has therefore worked to collect and
preserve manuscripts for over a decade. NCL is deeply
grateful to Professor Chang’s family for their selfless
donation of 18 boxes of manuscripts including drafts,
lecture outlines, notes, and letters. This donation
significantly enriches the library’s Distinguished
Individuals Manuscript Collection. Many vast streams
of knowledge converge in the ocean that is NCL
and the piece of history of which Professor Chang’s
manuscripts form a valuable part now joins NCL’s
special collection archive to ensure their permanent
preservation.

Ms. Hsiu-jan Chang who represented Professor
Chang’s family, expressed her heartfelt emotions at
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