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Exploring Ecofeminism in Taiwan and its Application to Literary Criticism
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Ecofeminism was firstly developed in the West in the 1980s, as both a theory

and a praxis that highlight parallels between women’s subordination and human
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exploitation of the natural world. Although it is generally regarded as a universal
thought since women’s rights and environmental protection are transnational
Issues, it is necessary to recontextualize its development depending on local
concerns.

Taiwanese society appears as a particularly fertile ground for studying
connections between feminist and ecological consciousness as they have both



VEER T\ EERGE 2024 -8 H 14 H

emerged as major issues since the end of the 1980s. This growing awareness
invites us to question what can be the definition of a Taiwanese form of
ecofeminism, and how we can comprehend its relevance according to local
phenomena.

Furthermore, environmental and gender issues are rich materials for literary
creation. Ecofeminist literary criticism thus turns out to be a useful tool in order
to explore the importance and significance of these issues in contemporary
literary production. This talk will rely on examples extracted from contemporary
female poetry to illustrate how ecofeminist literary analysis can be put into use to

better our understanding of literary materials in today’s Taiwan.
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Axelle MARIAVALE is a PhD student in Chinese Language and Literature
at the Institute of Asian Research(lrAsia), Aix-Marseille University, France. She
majored in Chinese-French literary translation, and now focuses on her thesis on

contemporary Chinese female literary production analyzed through the prism of
Ecofeminism.



