libraries in South Africa. According to The Law
of the National Central Library of South Africa,
South Africa has two national libraries. These are
the Cape Town Campus (established in 1818) and
the Pretoria Campus (established in 1887). Mr.
Maphile has over 25 years of experience in libraries
and publishing. Currently, he is in charge of public
engagement at the National Library of South Africa
and operations at the Cape Town campus. He is also
responsible for the promotion of reading, writing,
and publication of official languages. Needless to
say, he is very influential in South Africa and in the
African region as a whole with regards to library
science and culture. To deepen the cultural exchange
between Taiwan and South Africa, NCL also donated
a Taiwan Corner display as well as 80 books on
Taiwan’s history, customs and people, geography,
and natural scenery. It is hoped through this display,
the citizens of South Africa can get to know Taiwan
better. This marks the 15th Taiwan Corner that NCL
has installed in public libraries around the world.

Director-General Han-ching Wang presenting the South African
national library with a Taiwan Corner and publications

During Mr. Maphile’s visit, he was invited to
speak on the 20". NCL, Fu Jen Catholic University’s
Monumenta Serica Sinological Research Center, and
the Monumenta Serica Institute in Saint Augustine,
Germany cohosted a “2024 International Symposium
of Monumenta Serica Encounter of Africa and
Chinese Culture: Classics, History, Religion and
Images.” In addition, NCL also arranged for Mr.
Maphile to visit important university libraries, the
main branch of the New Taipei Public Library, and
the Beitou branch of the Taipei Public Library to
promote future collaboration and exchange.

A group photo after the Taiwan Corner donation

Bl The National Central Library Cohosts
“Famous Czech Composers” Exhibition
with the National Museum of the Czech
Republic and the Czech Economic and
Cultural Office

To spur on cultural exchange, the National Central
Library, the National Museum of the Czech Republic
and the Czech Economic, and Cultural Office cohosted
an exhibition called “Famous Czech Composers.” The
exhibition opened on June 13, 2024 at the National
Central Library main library. National Museum of
the Czech Republic Directorate Michal Lukes, Chief
Deputy Speaker of the Czech Senate Jiti Drahos, Czech
Economic and Cultural Office Representative David
Steinke, Weiwuying- National Kaohsiung Center for the
Arts Director of Arts Wen-pin Chien, Taipei Symphony
Orchestra Head Pei-yu Kuo were all in attendance. The
exhibition went from June 13 to August 14.

Dignitaries cutting the ribbon at the start of the exhibition

National Central Library Director-General
Han-ching Wang stated that in recent years NCL
has enjoyed many close interactions with the Czech
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Republic. In addition to the Taiwan Resource Centers
for Chinese Studies established at the Czech Academy
of Sciences Research Center of the Oriental Institute
and at Masaryk University, in recent years NCL has
cohosted exhibitions and book fairs with the National
Museum of the Czech Republic, as well as Palacky
University Olomouc. Both were well received. This
year is the 200th anniversary of the birth of Czech
composer Bediich Smetana (1824-1884). The National
Museum of the Czech Republic and NCL also have
displays on the life stories of the four main Czech
musicians: Antonin Leopold Dvoiak (1841-1904), Leos
Janacek (1854-1928), and Bohuslav Martind (1890-
1959). Each is from a different age and demonstrates a
unique musical style. Their compositions are filled with
cultural freshness, and they give full representation to
the Czech Republic on the world stage.

During the opening ceremony, NCL Deputy
Director-General Chih-tsung Weng stated that this
exhibition is the second overseas stop for the National
Museum of the Czech Republic, the first being in New
York in 2023. It is also the first stop in Asia. This gives
the Taiwanese an opportunity to better understand
the unique life experiences of these four composers
without having to go to the Czech Republic. At the
exhibition, one can find many famous musical pieces
that were adapted into Chinese and used in music
textbooks in Taiwan. For example, the familiar piece
“Going Home” is from the second movement in
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9 “From the New World.”
Other examples include a piece by Smetana, the father
of Czech music, called “My Fatherland” which enjoys
a very wide influence in music. Pieces by Janacek and
Martind are also used as benchmarks for learning and
sources of inspiration worldwide.

During Directorate Lukes’s remarks, he
introduced the exhibition and explain that in order to
help the world better understand these four amazing
musicians, the designers of the exhibition—Sandra
Bergmanova and Veronika Vejvodova—did a deep
analysis of where they lived, their thought processes,
and creative inspiration and experiences. Illustrator
Alexei Klyukov’s images were on display throughout
the exhibition. The two curators, along with Ales
Biezina and Jifi Zahradka, produced video and
audio clips to show historical photos, documents,
handwritten musical scores and samples of the most

famous compositions of these four composers. The
content was amazing, and music lovers would have
been amiss to pass this opportunity by.

A group photo of dignitaries

Apart from illustrations, videos, and audio clips,
NCL selected works from its collection that related
to the theme, helping attendees to better appreciate
the wonderful music and cultural connotations of the
Czech Republic through these books.

Attendees at the exhibition

B Linking Thinking-Linking Publishing
50th Anniversary Forum

NCL and Linking Publishing Company
jointly held a forum entitled, “Linking Thinking-
Linking Publishing 50th Anniversary Forum” on
the afternoon of May 26", 2024 in NCL’s 3" floor
International Conference Hall.

Half a century has passed since Linking
Publishing’s founding and for their 50th anniversary,
the publishing house carefully planned a forum of 10
short lectures for their readers around the theme of
“Linking Thinking.” The forum invited 10 prominent
and influential Linking Publishing authors to give
speeches on 10 different subtopics, bringing authors and
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