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Assistant Editor Joyce Chen explained NCL’s poster on its 
Contemporary Celebrities’ Manuscripts database

A group photo of the delegation to this year’s ALA annual 
conference

S i g n i n g  C e re m o n y  f o r  D i g i t a l 
Collaboration Agreement between 
National Central Library and National 
Cheng Kung University
National Central Library recognizes that 

many domestic libraries and archival units have 

The National Central Library, the National 
Taiwan University Library, the National Library of 
Public Information, and the libraries from National 
Chengchi University, National Taiwan Normal 
University, National Chung Hsing University, and 
National Cheng Kung University all participated in 
the many events held in this year’s conference. They 
also toured the San Diego Central Library and the 
Geisel Library at the University of California San 
Diego as a group. This gave them a much deeper 
understanding of service policies and operational 
developments at public libraries and research 
libraries in the US. The insights gained will provide 
ideas for further development of services back home.

preserved publications from before 1949 which 
record information about Taiwan’s history, culture, 
humanities and geography, art and literature, society, 
politics, economics from that time. These records 
are highly valuable for academic research and 
serve as an excellent resource for Taiwan Studies 
research. However, because Taiwan’s hot and humid 
climate is not conducive to book preservation 
and many library and archival spaces lack proper 
humidity and temperature controls, this has led 
to paper acidification of old books, often making 
them impossible to open and read without causing 
damage; or, when damage has already occurred, such 
books have been disposed of. To fulfi ll the missions 
of preserving culture and promoting academic 
research, these materials are being digitally archived 
to reduce the damage that comes from physical use. 
By making these materials available on the internet 
for use by readers and researchers both domestically 
and abroad, the preservation lifespan of the physical 
books can also be extended. 

To this  a im,  in  2015 NCL ini t ia ted i t s 
“Collaborative Digitization Project for Taiwan 
Documents,” hoping thereby to digitally preserve 
and make available for use publications from before 
the year 1949, while at the same time establishing 
the “Taiwan eBook” database and “Taiwan Memory 
Database” systems with the goal of providing open 
access to these materials. These eff orts allow libraries 
and archival units throughout Taiwan to be able to 
provide relevant publications to readers throughout 
the world through digitization. Collaborating 
universities include: National Taiwan University, 
National Taiwan Normal University, National 
Chengchi University, National Taipei University 
of Education and National Taipei University of 
Technology. 

In a continuation of this project, the first 
university to collaborate on digitization of book 
archives this year is National Cheng Kung University, 
where NCL Director-General Han-ching Wang 
teaches.  The university was founded as the “Taiwan 
Governor General Office Tainan Technical College” 
in 1931 during the Japanese Colonial Period and 
Director-General Wang is deeply acquainted with 
the valuable historical texts and archives from the 
Japanese Colonial Period that have been meticulously 
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The oldest texts in the NCL and NCKU digitization collaboration 
project are Taiwan Historical Materials (《臺灣史料》) as 
well as Chronicles of Taiwan (《臺灣志》) written by Japanese 
anthropologist Inō Kanori

The results of NCL and NCKU’s digitization collaboration will 
be added to the collections of the “Taiwan eBook” database and 
“Taiwan Memory Database”

preserved since the schools founding. These texts 
which number in the tens of thousands have been 
preserved to the present and stored within the NCKU 
Library. The texts cover a rich range of topics 
including science and engineering, mathematics, 
literature and historical research, and more. Therefore, 
Director-General Wang has actively promoted a 
collaboration between the two institutions to digitize 
these materials, focusing fi rst on materials published 
before 1949 in Chinese and Japanese on Taiwan-
related themes, totaling 370 volumes. Among these 
texts, the oldest is Taiwan Historical Materials (《臺
灣史料》), and the second oldest is Chronicles of 
Taiwan (《臺灣志》). Notably, the latter book was 
written by Japanese anthropologist and folklorist Inō 
Kanori who came to Taiwan as an employee of Japan’s 
Army Ministry and served in the Civil Aff airs Bureau of 
the Governor-General’s Offi  ce. He was devoted to the 
study of Taiwan throughout his life and is considered to 
be one of the pioneers of research on Taiwan’s history 
and indigenous peoples. Additionally, the digitization 
efforts include a comprehensive collection of the 
“Annual Reports of the Taiwan Governor-General’s 
Office Monopoly Bureau,” spanning volumes 1 to 27 
published in 1906, as well as the “Annual Report on 
Taiwan Agriculture” published in 1919, and “Kunqu 
Cui Cun,” donated by former NCKU President Jer-
Ru Maa, among numerous other invaluable resources. 
Through digitization, these precious old texts and 
archival materials will be made available online, so that 
the academic contributions of predecessors in all fi elds 
and these traces of Taiwan’s history and development 
can be available to all.

Pictured are old texts that are part of the NCL and NCKU 
digitization collaboration

The signing ceremony for the joint digitization 
collaboration took place on April 2nd at the NCKU 
Library. During her remarks, NCKU Vice President 
Dr. Yuh-Neu Chen expressed that the NCKU Library’s 
collection holds numerous precious volumes spanning 
a century and that this digitization collaboration project 
with NCL is therefore highly meaningful. With NCL’s 
rich experience, the results of this collaboration will 
be systematically presented to the public so that these 
invaluable collections can be openly disseminated and 
available for ample use by academic researchers. NCL 
Director-General Han-ching Wang expressed that the 
results of this digitization collaboration will not only be 
made available for access on related database platforms 
established by NCL, the digitized files will also be 
shared with NCKU so that both parties can benefit 
from and share digital resources. The collaboration 
with NCKU marks the first such collaboration this 
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Signing Ceremony for the Digitization Collaboration between 
NCL and NCKU

year and NCL will continue to expand mechanisms 
for collaborative digitization with universities and 
institutions nationwide, pooling the knowledge and 
capabilities of each institution to jointly promote 
Taiwan Studies research abroad, facilitate academic 
diplomacy, and enhance the academic influence of 
Taiwan Studies.

NCL Announces the “2023 Report on 
the Landscape of Taiwan’s Academic 
Resources and Capacities”
On the afternoon of April 26th,  National 

Central Library announced the “2023 Report on 
the Landscape of Taiwan’s Academic Resources 
and Capacities.” Using NCL’s dissertations, 
journals, and citations systems databases, the report 
summarizes the authorizations and reader usage of 
degree dissertation and journal papers within these 
systems over the past year, observing the citations 
and dissemination of dissertation and journal papers, 
analyzing the keywords used, and understanding 
popular research topics. The report announcement 
was held in the NCL International Conference Hall 
and was attended by over 260 representatives from 
University Libraries and academic journal publishing 
institutions throughout Taiwan. Attendees came 
together to place their attention on the capabilities and 
ethos of degree dissertation and journal publications, 
which serve as the two most important academic 
resources supporting academic research. 

The National Authorization Rate for Full-Text 
Electronic Dissertations Reaches Historic High, 
Artificial Intelligence Research Continues to be 
Hot Topic

The report indicates that in October of 2023, 
the “National Digital Library of Theses and 
Dissertations in Taiwan” digital full-text collection 
offi  cially exceeded 1 million entries, including over 
750,000 degree dissertations which have been fully 
authorized with full-texts made available in the 
database. In 2022, over 100 universities reached 
a 100% full-text authorization rate and the overall 
electronic full-text authorization rate has reached a 
historic high, exceeding 90% (90.93%). 

Among research topics for degree dissertations, 
“Artificial Intelligence” continues to be an area of 
significant interest. A summary of the distribution 
of degree dissertation topics in 2022 shows a 
continuation of the five main popular topics from 
2021: “Deep Learning,” “Machine Learning,” 
“Purchase Intent,” “Artificial Intelligence,” and 
“ESG.” In 2023, user search keywords saw “ESG” 
continue its popularity ahead of the other four 
most popular research topics, including focuses on 
corporate social responsibility, corporate governance, 
sustainable development, fi nancial performance, and 
the environment. In addition, work stress, education, 
and childhood topics are also among popular focuses 
of degree dissertation searches. 

Journal  Publ icat ions  Ref lect  Signif icant 
Events, with COVID-19, Artificial Intelligence, 
Environmental Topics, and Geopolitics among 
Most Prevalent

By the  end of  2023,  the  “NCL Taiwan 
Periodical Literature” journal paper database reached 
a collection of 3.2 million entries, with digital full-
text entries exceeding 2.08 million, and reaching a 
high of over 9 million full-text downloads. Looking 
at the 10 most commonly searched keywords, it was 
found that “COVID-19” continues to be a popular 
research topic even in the post-pandemic world, 
with discussion topics mostly focused on virus 
variants. “Artificial Intelligence” research topics 
included focuses on “ChatGPT,” “Deep Learning,” 
and “Machine Learning.” Environmental topics 


