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In 2018, Kaohsiung City completed a “one district, one library” urban reading
blueprint, ensuring at least one library in each administrative district to provide nearby
residents with book resources and reading spaces. In the same year, Kaohsiung City
entered the category of the aging society.

Given the vast area of Kaohsiung City and the diverse lifestyles of urban and
rural elders, and with the expectation of becoming a super-aged society by 2025,
public libraries must consider how to offer appropriate services to lead society in
understanding aging issues, support the reading and information needs of the elderly
population, improve health and delay dementia and disability, promote active aging,
and create an age-friendly society. This also aligns with the SDGs™ goal of “Sustainable
Cities and Communities.”

Kaohsiung Public Library in collaboration with Kaohsiung Municipal Siaogang
Hospital and Yuh Ing Junior College of Health Care, transformed the Caoya Branch
Library into Kaohsiung City’ s first “Active Aging and Long-term Care Themed
Library,” responding to multiple SDG targets. In examining existing services,
five factors limiting the quality of elderly services were identified: “local needs,”
“parochialism,” “single channel,” “superficiality,” and “rigidity.”

Correspondingly, through problem diagnosis and feasibility analysis, five
strategies were developed: “ responding to needs,” “group cooperation,” “diverse
dissemination,” “cultivation of emotional engagement,” and “intergenerational
integration.” Through these strategies, the establishment and operation of Kaohsiung
City's first “Active Aging and Long-term Care Themed Library” have achieved five

»

key outcomes: “elderly-friendly hardware installation,” “health care alliance,” “digital
promotion,” “deepening spiritual healing,” and “youth-elderly interaction.” Based on
these achievements of collaboration, Caoya Branch Library won the “Aging Together
Award” from the Ministry of Health and Welfare and the “Model Library Award” at

“the 2nd Ministry of Education Library Contribution Awards, becoming a benchmark
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model for local public libraries.
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