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the library and school reading promotion programs. 
Demonstrating the results of library and school 
reading promotion solutions to share with the public, 
the content covered the spirit of the new curriculum, 
STREAM areas, language learning, international 
culture, picture book stories and early literacy, etc. 
Publishers also brought high-quality books for the 
public to buy, hoping to bring the public diverse and 
novel reading experiences.

    After the launch ceremony, Administrative 
Deputy Minister Lin of the Ministry of Education and 
distinguished guests from all walks of life at home 
and abroad presented certificates of appreciation to the 
library community, organizations stationed in Taiwan, 
international librarians, government departments and 
museums, schools at all levels, publishing houses, 
co-organizing non-governmental organizations and 
foundations, expressing their gratitude to partners in 
various fields across the country who promote reading. 
Administrative Deputy Minister Lin then went to 
the "Happy Story Village" as a mysterious guest and 
told the stories of "Lost" (Faith in Friendship) and 
"The Cat Who Became a Librarian" (Appropriately 
International) to the children present, and the scene 
was filled with laughter.

Administrative Deputy Minister Lin tells stories

■　  NCL Taiwan Reading Festival Proudly 
Promotes “The World Symphony of 
Reading Enjoyment,”  Celebrating 
Global Cultures and Reading together 
in Support of Taiwan!
On December 7-8, 2024, the Taiwan Reading 

Festival hosted by the National Central Library 
brought together 11 embassies and institutions in 

Taiwan to present a vibrant literary event under the 
theme "The World Symphony of Reading Enjoyment," 
celebrating Taiwan's unique reading culture. Visitors 
had the opportunity to transcend cultural boundaries, 
exploring picture books and literary works from 
around the globe. Participating entities included the 
embassies of Belize, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint 
Lucia, along with the French Office in Taipei, the 
Czech Economic and Cultural Office, the Goethe-
Institut Taipei German Cultural Center, the Japan-
Taiwan Exchange Association, the Mexican Trade 
Services, Documentation, and Cultural Office, the 
Polish Office in Taipei, the Saudi Arabian Trade 
Office, the Taiwan European Union Centre, and the 
International Picture Book Center of Kaohsiung Public 
Library.

NCL Direc tor-Genera l  Han-ch ing  Wang 
emphasized NCL's commitment to promoting 
cultural exchange in reading between Taiwan and the 
international community. Through collaborations with 
numerous embassies and foreign offices in Taiwan, 
NCL has established the "The World Symphony 
of Reading Enjoyment" exhibition area as a key 
feature of the annual Taiwan Reading Festival. This 
area showcases the diverse charm of global reading 
cultures, providing Taiwanese readers with access to 
a rich array of picture books and literary works from 
around the world. This annual exchange not only 
gathers international friends to experience Taiwan's 
achievements in reading culture but also serves as a 
platform for mutual discovery—letting the world see 
Taiwan while encouraging exploration of the world 
from Taiwan.

The exhibition invites visitors to delve into 
the unique reading traditions of different countries, 
offering readers the opportunity to immerse themselves 
in the creative brilliance of global literature. It creates 
a vibrant atmosphere of shared reading, where cultures 
converge for an endless journey of discovery through 
the world of books.

The event featured a vibrant array of highlights, 
showcasing the cultural quintessence of various 
nations. The Embassy of Belize presented the country’s 
tropical landscapes, rich history, and unique cultural 
heritage. The Embassy of Saint Kitts and Nevis 
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guided attendees on an immersive journey to explore 
the traditions and culture of this enchanting nation. 
Meanwhile, the Embassy of Saint Lucia spotlighted 
the literary works of local authors, using interactive 
activities to immerse participants in the captivating 
charm of the Caribbean islands.

The French Office in Taipei hosted a bilingual 
French-Chinese reading session, inviting attendees 
to explore the enchanting world of French children's 
literature. The Czech Economic and Cultural Office 
presented a magical experience with the theme 
"Czech Christmas Wonderland," where participants 
enjoyed traditional Christmas carols, decorated Czech 
Christmas cookies, and immersed themselves in festive 
literary scenes. The EU Centre showcased the latest 
publications on European issues while highlighting the 
European Union's history and culture. Additionally, 
the Goethe-Institut Taipei German Cultural Center 
commemorated the 100th anniversary of Franz Kafka's 
passing by exhibiting his classic works.

The Mexican Trade Services, Documentation, and 
Cultural Office showcased handmade crafts related 
to the Day of the Dead. The Polish Office in Taipei 
introduced contemporary Polish literary works. The 
Saudi Arabian Trade Office invited a professional 
Arabic storyteller to share Saudi children's books and 
taught participants Arabic greetings and classic songs, 
allowing them to experience the unique charm of 
Arabic culture firsthand.

The Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association offered 
an interactive experience with picture books and 
traditional toys, providing attendees with a deeper 
understanding of Japanese cultural traditions. The 
International Picture Book Center of Kaohsiung 
Public Library presented the "Picture Book Talent 
Development Program," which is dedicated to 
promoting Taiwanese picture books on the global 
stage, helping more people discover the unique culture 
of Taiwanese picture books. Overall, the event not 
only fostered cultural and literary exchanges between 
countries but also provided an opportunity for 
participants to explore, learn, and create connections 
between Taiwan and the world.

"The World Symphony of Reading Enjoyment" 
exhibition area featured a variety of engaging 

interactive activities, allowing both children and 
adults to explore the cultures of different countries. In 
addition to a wealth of reading materials, the area also 
included a coloring zone, where visitors could enjoy a 
therapeutic time of coloring and shared reading with 
their families.

NCL with foreign dignitaries at the "The World Symphony 
of Reading Enjoyment" event

■　  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t r a l  L i b r a r y 
Participates in the 15th Conference 
on Collaborative Development and 
Sharing of Chinese Resources
From November 27 to 28, 2024, the 15th 

Conference on Collaborative Development and 
Sharing of Chinese Resources was held online. 
The conference was organized by the Council for 
the Conference on Collaborative Development and 
Sharing of Chinese Resources, hosted by the Hong 
Kong Public Libraries, and co-organized by the Hong 
Kong Library Association and the Joint University 
Librarians Advisory Committee of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region. Themed "Reaching 
Back to Move Forward – Exploration, Innovation, 
and Vision," the conference focused on document 
preservation and digital innovation. Experts and 
scholars from libraries and archives in Singapore, 
Taiwan, Macau, Hong Kong, and Mainland China 
gathered to discuss cultural heritage preservation and 
experiences in document restoration. The National 
Central Library (NCL) participated in the conference 
with representatives attending online, including 
Deputy-Director of the Center for Chinese Studies 
Dr. Wende Huang, Editor of the Rare Books and 
Special Collections Division Dr. Hui-Ju Chuang, and 
Conservator Ms. Li-Ling Lin.


