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■　 National Central Library and Belgium’s KADOC, KU Leuven Sign 
Agreement of Cooperation on the Union Catalog of Rare Books Database
On December 18th, 2024, National Central Library and top-ranking Belgian University 

KU Leuven’s KADOC Documentation and Research Centre on Religion, Culture and 
Society signed a cooperation agreement for the Union Catalog of Rare Books Database, a 
collaboration that was reached thanks to efforts by Ambassador Roy Chun Lee of the Taipei 
Representative Office in the European Union and Belgium and Director Nicole Yen-Yi Lee. 

National Central Library and Belgium’s KADOC, KU Leuven Sign Agreement of Cooperation on  
the Union Catalog of Rare Books Database

In 2000, NCL established the Union Catalog of Rare Books Database in order to 
strengthen international collaboration and promote joint establishment and sharing of rare 
book resources. As of 2024, the program has established collaborations with 94 institutions 
and continues to work to expand its collection to the benefit of researchers around the 
world. Researchers can use this database not only to learn about the distribution of ancient 
Chinese texts around the world, they can also use its system to interpret database materials, 
comparing and analyzing different versions of the same ancient texts for a more thorough 
grasp of research materials. 

KADOC-KU Leuven is an interdisciplinary academic research institution whose 
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 ■  The International Symposium on ETD Held in Taiwan for the 
First Time at the NCL

The Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD) 

organized the first International Symposium on Electronic Theses and 

Dissertations (ETD) in 1998. This year, the 21st annual symposium took 

place in Taiwan for the first time, where it was hosted by the National 

Central Library (NCL) from September 26-28, 2018.

The theme for this year’s symposium was “Beyond the Boundaries of 

Rims and Oceans: Globalizing Knowledge with ETDs.” Attending were 

NDLTD’s executive director and chairman of the board, Dr. Edward A. Fox, 

local Taiwanese scholars, as well as distinguished guests from the U.S., 

Canada, Brazil, France, Germany, India, Australia, Singapore, Mainland 

China, Thailand, the Philippines, and Korea. Discussion topics included: 

“Collecting and Sharing Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETD),” “Local 

Deputy Minister of Education Teng-chiao Lin (8th left, front row), NCL Director-
General Shu-hsien Tseng (7th left), and overseas attendees at the opening ceremony 
of ETD Symposium.
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research focus encompasses the multifaceted and 
interconnected topics of religion, culture, and society. 
Not only does KADOC-KU Leuven focus on the 
analysis of historical and classical documents, they 
also work to integrate modern social, political, and 
cultural topics. Their academic achievements and 
international collaborative efforts have established 
their role as an important academic platform within 
the fields of religion and cultural research. The 
KADOC-KU Leuven archives include a large 
collection of ancient texts, documents, academic 
works, and religious classics from around the world, 
a collection which holds great importance within 
historical and cultural research as well as providing 
precious materials for a variety of scholarly activities, 
workshops, and research projects. 

This cooperation marks the first step in a 
collaborative relationship between NCL and KADOC-
KU Leuven. Both institutions look forward to the 
many collaborative possibilities that lie ahead upon the 
establishment of this partnership. 

Union Catalog of Rare Books Database

■　  The 11th Xuanlan Forum Returns to 
an In-Person Meeting in Taiwan 
After a five-year hiatus, the 11th Xuanguan 

Forum, jointly organized by the National Central 
Library (NCL) and Nanjing Library in China was 
held on October 22, 2024, in NCL’s International 
Conference Hall. The theme of this year’s forum was 
"Inheritance and Innovation: Empowered by AI." 
The opening ceremony was presided over by NCL 
Director-General Han-ching Wang, with congratulatory 
remarks delivered by Director-General Wang, Nanjing 
Library Director Jun Chen, Library Association of the 
Republic of China President Haoren Ke, and Chinese 

Association of Library and Information Science 
Education President Tzu-heng Chiu. The event drew 
over 100 representatives and professionals from the 
library and information science fields in both Mainland 
China and Taiwan, marking a significant gathering for 
cross-strait academic exchange.

Director-General Wang during the opening ceremonie

The Xuanlan Forum was jointly initiated in 2014 
by the National Central Library and Nanjing Library, 
with the two institutions taking turns to host the event 
annually. Each forum invites directors of various levels 
and types of libraries, as well as renowned experts 
and scholars from both sides, generating significant 
social impact and establishing a strong brand presence. 
This year, NCL served as the host, continuing to 
strengthen the camaraderie and achievements of past 
exchanges between the two institutions. Through this 
year’s forum, NCL aimed to explore the heritage and 
innovation of library services in the AI era, promote 
academic and practical research exchange, deepen 
cooperative relationships within the library community, 
and enhance the influence of libraries domestically and 
internationally. The forum sought to guide and drive 
academic progress while advancing the field of library 
science.

T h e  e v e n t  w a s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h r e e  k e y 
components: the main forum, sub-forums, and 
cultural visits. The main forum, held on October 22, 
featured presentations by 15 experts and scholars 
from Taiwan and Mainland China. Discussions were 
organized into five sub-topics: The Heritage and 
Innovation of Classical Thought and Traditional 
Culture, Applications of AI in Libraries, Cultivating 
Professional Competencies of Librarians in the AI 
Era, Practical Discussions on the Management of 


