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在漢語圈的語境中，佛教與死亡及臨終關懷的實踐有著長久且深厚的

聯繫，最著名的或許就是臨終時誦念阿彌陀佛名號的傳統。這一聯繫如此

根深蒂固，以至於現代化改革者如中國僧侶太虛大師——人間佛教的創始

人之一——在其現代化佛教的努力中，曾明確批評這一傳統，並試圖將佛

教重新導向現世關懷。如今，在臺灣，社會參與已成為佛教的一個重要特

徵。然而，與死亡及臨終相關的實踐仍然是佛教傳統的核心，持續影響著

機構生活和個人宗教實踐。 

本次發表基於一項仍處於初期階段的多地點民族誌研究，探討臺灣佛

教及其死亡與臨終相關的實踐。它探索了歷史性和創新性實踐的交匯點，

以及它們如何在各種情境中展現。發表的核心關注佛教臨終關懷。發表認

為，佛教對死亡的參與並非傳統主義或衰退的標誌，反而正是佛教思想和

實踐提供獨特知識的領域，也是佛教對當代社會做出最有意義貢獻的地

方。 

In Sinophone contexts, there has been a long-standing connection between 

Buddhism and practices surrounding death and dying—perhaps most famously 

represented by the chanting of Amitabha Buddha’s name at the end of life. This 

connection has been so central that modernist reformers, such as the Chinese 

monk Taixu, often considered the father of Humanistic Buddhism, criticized it in 

his efforts to modernize the tradition and reorient it toward this-worldly 

engagement. Today, in Taiwan, social engagement has become a key 

characteristic of Buddhism. Nevertheless, practices related to death and dying 
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remain a core aspect of the tradition, continuing to shape both institutional life 

and individual religious practice.  

This presentation draws on an ongoing multi-sited ethnographic study, still 

in its early stages, that examines Taiwanese Buddhism and practices surrounding 

death and dying. It explores the intersection of historical and innovative practices 

and how they manifest in various settings. At its core, the presentation focuses on 

Buddhist palliative care. Rather than viewing Buddhist engagement with death as 

a sign of traditionalism or decline, it argues that this domain is precisely where 

Buddhist thought and practice offer unique expertise—and where the tradition 

makes some of its most meaningful contributions to contemporary society. 
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