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Digital Gut-scape: Probio-politics of Care and Posthuman Fieldwork
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This talk draws on eight months of ongoing multi-sited ethnographic
fieldwork in Taiwan, encompassing participant observation and in-depth
conversations at biotechnology conferences, gut microbiota laboratories,
drugstores, e-commerce platforms, direct-sales back offices, fermentation
workshops, and dining tables. Adopting a feminist posthumanist perspective,
| explore the notion of the digital gut-scape to critically reflect on the politics
of probiotic care and the conduct of more-than-human fieldwork in relation to
the contemporary charisma of microbes and personalized health aspirations. In
the situated practice of gut care, microbial labour is entangled with human

actors’ consumption practices and technological mediations, together
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operating within the temporal regimes of biocapitalism. On one hand, clinical
protocols and marketing narratives are embedded to render gut vitality legible
as a quantitative accumulation; on the other hand, in the rhythms of everyday
practice, these engineered schedules often become misaligned with microbial
temporalities themselves. Accordingly, | conceptualize the virtuality of the gut
as a form of posthuman care relation marked by the temporal tensions of a
timescape, in which the abundance logics of health governance intersect with
the unruly rhythms of microbial life, producing a viscous entanglement
between virtual representations and embodied existence.
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