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National Central Library (NCL) is the legal depository for all academic theses
and dissertations in Taiwan. As of April 2025, its database contains over 1.47
million bibliographic records and more than 1.1 million full-text electronic files,
preserving comprehensive scholarly output from Taiwanese universities. To improve
thesis writing quality and promote academic originality, the Ministry of Education
commissioned the NCL and the Graduate Institute of Library and Information
Studies at National Taiwan Normal University to develop the WriteAid Similarity
Scanner. This system draws from the full-text theses in the National Digital Library
of Theses and Dissertations in Taiwan, including retrospectively digitized files. Key
features include: 1. Use of master's and doctoral theses as comparison sources to
uphold research integrity. 2. An automatic chapter analysis module that filters out
non-comparable sections to reduce report noise. 3. Free access for universities upon
application. Between November 2022 and February 2025, the system underwent three
trial runs, assisting 3,716 graduate students with 5,286 thesis checks. The system will
continue to evolve in line with Ministry of Education policies and user feedback, while
strengthening communication with university administrators to ensure effective future

implementation.
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