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Peace, Propaganda, and Public Diplomacy: The International Peace Campaign and the
Chinese League of Nations Union in the Second World War
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The outbreak of World War Il in East Asia and the rise of fascism in Europe
presented both a crisis and challenge to internationalists in China and the West.
Throughout the 1930s-1940s, Chinese and international activists sought to incorporate
China into a variety of transnational peace and anti-fascist movements or international
organizations. This talk focuses on two key non-governmental or semi-official
organizations — the International Peace Campaign (IPC) and its China national branch
as well as the Chinese League of Nations Union (CLNU). Both groups sought to place
China’s confrontation against Japanese aggression at the center of the movement to
defend world peace and collective security. Beginning in 1936, Chinese delegates
participated in several of the IPC- sponsored international peace conferences in Europe.
At the same time, a National Branch of the IPC was established and eventually included
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over a dozen provincial and municipal committees and more than one million affiliate
members. Simultaneously, the CLNU, originally established at the end of WWI,
reorganized itself to become a leading advocate of liberal internationalism and
collective security which promoted the League of Nations within China and elucidated
political affairs in East Asia for an international audience through bilingual publications,
hosting foreign visitors, and active participation in international societies.

Based on archival materials in China, Taiwan, Europe and the United States as well
as conference proceedings and contemporary newspapers and periodicals, this talk
argues that beyond state-level interactions, the IPC and the CLNU played an important
role promoting internationalism in China while performing public diplomacy for China
on the world stage during the Second World War. At the same time, their activities and
publications reframed the meaning of peace and internationalism, with ramifications for
both China and Taiwan in the post-WWII world.
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Ke Ren is Associate Professor of History at the College of the Holy Cross in
Massachusetts. He received his Ph.D. in Chinese History from Johns Hopkins
University. Currently a Research Grant Fellow of the Center for Chinese Studies, he is
also a visiting scholar at the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica. His research
focuses on modern Chinese history, Sino-Western exchanges and diplomatic history,
international and transnational history, peace history and the Global Second World War.
His most recent publications appeared in the volumes Uneasy Allies: Sino-American
Relations at the Grassroots, 1937-1949 and Chiang Yee and His Circle: Chinese Artistic
and Intellectual Life in Britain, 1930-1950. He is currently finishing a monograph titled
Fin-de-Siécle Diplomat: Chen Jitong and the Representation of China in Late-
Nineteenth Century Paris. His current project focuses on China and transnational peace
movements and internationalism in the Global World War II.



