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A Transhistorical Dialogue on Chinese Tea-Drinking Spaces:
A Comparative Study of the Jesuit Jodo Rodrigues and the Architectural Historian
Fujimori Terunobu
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In his book Fujimori Terunobu’s Theory of the Teahouse: The Mystery of Japan’s
Minimal Space, the architectural historian Fujimori not only offers a systematic account
of the historical development of the Japanese teahouse, but also, grounded in
architectural-historical analysis, presents a comparative analysis of tea culture and tea-
drinking spaces in China and Japan. This presentation argues that several of Fujimori’s
central claims, in particular the assertion that China did not develop a specialised and
independent architectural space dedicated exclusively to tea consumption, had already
been articulated more than four centuries earlier by the Jesuit Jodo Rodrigues in his
Portuguese work History of the Church in Japan (1622).
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Notably, despite the chronological distance separating these two authors, both
employ the Japanese grass-hut, known as the soan teahouse, as a conceptual framework
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for interpreting Chinese tea culture, thereby using the Japanese model as a lens to
examine Chinese tea practices and their spatial configurations. Building on this
comparison, the present study further develops an architectural analysis of the
relationships among tea types, preparation methods, and spatial use in China and Japan.
In particular, it examines how differences between powdered tea and infused tea, as well
as the contrasting bodily practices associated with table-based consumption versus
tatami-seated arrangements, are reflected in spatial organisation. These developments
are then contrasted with the chaguan of the late Ming and early Qing periods, as well as
with the evolution of modern chayiguan.

By integrating late Ming Jesuit sources with modern architectural historiography,
this presentation contends that such a comparative approach not only reveals the longue
durée interaction between architectural typologies and social practices but also
contributes to a deeper historical understanding of the spatial logic underlying Chinese
tea culture.
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Joanes Rocha holds a PhD in Architectural History from the University of Tokyo and is
currently a Research Grant Fellow of the Center for Chinese Studies. He has previously
served as a visiting scholar at the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica,
in Taipei, and at the National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, Fudan
University, in Shanghai. His primary research focuses on the presence of the Portuguese
in East Asia between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, with particular attention to
architecture and to the preservation and interpretation of cultural heritage. He has
published extensively in the fields of East Asian humanities and social sciences,
including cultural, historical, architectural, and art historical studies. He was awarded
the 2025 Mori Prize for Best Paper in Asian Studies from ASPAC, a regional branch of
the Association for Asian Studies (AAS), and his doctoral dissertation received the 2025
Portuguese Prize Embaixador Jodo de Deus Ramos from the Fundacéo Oriente.



