
BCC Donates Audio Recordings to the NCL

The Broadcasting Corporation of China (BCC)

was established in Nanjing in 1928 and was

relocated to Taiwan in 1949 with the central

government to continue its mission of culture

broadcasting. In May 2008, BCC contacted the NCL

about donating radio broadcast recordings and

cooperation on digitization work. After several

exchanges between BCC and the NCL's Reader

Services Division and Acquisition Division, the

NCL and BCC signed an agreement on August 28.

Under the agreement, the NCL will provide a

suitable place for the donated broadcast recordings

and handle the arrangement, cataloging and

digitization to facilitate the preservation of these

historically and culturally significant resources. 

The donated recordings arrived at the NCL on

October 15. The donation included 10,393 reel-to-

reel tape recordings on cross-strait issues, interviews

of notable figures, miscellany, children's programs,

and programs on education, local opera, news

collections, speeches, national music, and Mandarin

songs; 10,878 CDs of radio plays, cultural plays,

novel excerpt readings, and Beijing opera; 2,097

MD and audio tape recordings of late-night

programs, Golden Bell winning programs, and radio

lectures; about 20,000 vinyl records of Mandarin,

Hoklo (Taiwanese), instrumental, and classical

music; and about 20 boxes of play scripts and

reference books. Among the more historically

significant recordings were a 1924 speech by Dr.

Sun Yat-sen and a 1968 speech by President Chiang

Kai-shek announcing the introduction of the

compulsory nine-year education system. (Chinese

text by Sung Mei-chen and Chen Hsiao-ping) 

Naohiko Fukada, Former President of Osaka
University of Arts 

On February 5, 2009, the NCL received a letter

from Mr. Naohiko Fukada, formerly the president of

Osaka University of Arts and currently professor

emeritus at Doshisha Women's College of Liberal

Arts in Japan. In his letter, Mr. Fukada informed that

there are many Chinese classical works of literature

in Japan and also many such works in his

possession, however he was unable to locate original

texts of the Spring and Autumn Annals, Book of

Odes and Dhammapada. 

Many years ago, Mr. Fukada presented a well-

received lecture at the "International Asia-Pacific

Innovative Art and Design Symposium" at the

National Taiwan Normal University. During his stay,

he was deeply moved by the academic enthusiasm,

beauty and customs of Taiwan. He also purchased

copies of the Four Books, Journey to the West and

Tending the Roots of Wisdom and was highly

impressed by the high quality of printing and paper

in Taiwan's publishing industry. He was thus

inspired to write a letter to NCL Director-general

Karl Min Ku to request advice on purchasing books. 

A devoted researcher, Mr. Fukada, now 85, has

retired from academia yet he continues to read

tirelessly. He enjoys the elegant and beautiful verse

of the Chinese classics, yet was troubled by the

difficulty in obtaining such works. From the letter,

Director-general Ku could sense Mr. Fukada's

passion for learning and love for classical Chinese

culture. He therefore promptly selected appropriate

editions of the volumes and sent them to Mr. Fukada

with the wish of building bridges of friendship

through books and gaining a new international friend

in academia. 

On February 24, Director-general Ku received a

second letter from Mr. Fukada thanking the director-

general for his kind gift. He wrote: "Director-general

Ku, I deeply treasure the classics that you sent. In

fact, I have three volumes of the Japanese version of

the Dhammapada, but I did not have the

commentary, annotated or original language

versions, making it impossible to enjoy the sound

and rhyme of the original text. I am truly and deeply

moved to receive the folded-page classics that you

sent. The Japanese method of reading Chinese

anthologies is to first read the kanji and then the
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