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these years, through an array of representations, 
cognitive understandings and heterogeneous 
discursive practices that shaped an intellectual 
community rather than individual singularities. 
Since this process involved creating, undermining, 
affirming or re-composing – new and traditional 
– specific categories, a clarification of the cultural 
identity and philosophical stances underlying 
those actions is needed to better comprehend their 
conceptions of modernity, as autonomous responses 
to China’s integration to the world but also as 
divergent pathways of concrete social and political 
mobilization in the veering early years of the 
twentieth century.

2011.04.13
The Center for Chinese Studies and Institute 

of Political Science at National Sun Yat-sen 
University invited Professor Lutgard Lams, the 
director of Hogeschool-Universiteit Brussel, to 
speak on “Tracing Taiwan’s internal discursive 
dynamics in the era of cross-strait rapprochement 
and Asian regional integration” at NSYSU’s Social 
Science Auditorium. The director of NSYSU 
Institute of Political Science Liao Dachi hosted 
the lecture, which examined the extent to which 
driving societal forces in Taiwan politics, such as 
Taiwanization and Sinification processes, which 
have long been competing for legitimacy, still exist 
and maintain their antagonist interaction or whether 
they have disappeared within the constellation of a 
new political landscape since the change of ruling 
party in May 2008. Both official and civil society 
discourses were analyzed, in particular presidential 
speeches starting from Ma Ying-jeou’s inauguration 
speech, as well as private media narratives.

█  Center for Chinese Studies Hosts Academic 
Conference
On March 3, 2011, the third session of the 

series “Sinology’s Vision of Literature, Arts and 
Material Culture” was held. The topic of this 
session was “Assessing Robert Hansvan Gulik’s 
Chinese Pictorial Art,” and was the result of a joint 
effort by the Center for Chinese Studies and the 
National Science Council joint research project 
“Material Culture Studies in Literature and Arts” 
and National Tsing Hua University’s corroborative 
research project “Paradigm Shift in Sinology” 

with China’s Tsing Hua University. Chen Jue, 
professor of Chinese literature at NTHU, hosted 
the conference. Those invited included the head of 
National Taiwan University’s Graduate Institute of 
Art History Chen Bao-zhen and Lin Huan-sheng, 
the head of the Taipei Conservation Center.

Dutch Sinologist Robert Hansvan Gulik 
published numerous scholarly works in his life, 
including Chinese Pictorial Art. First published in 
1950 in Rome, it contains a total of 574 pages and 
319 illustrations. The book is divided in two parts. 
The first section discusses hanging scrolls, scrolls, 
mountings styles in China and Japan, and ways of 
restoring scrolls and stone rubbings. As the book 
was geared toward non-Chinese scholars, Gulik 
also drew from historical writings, enabling him 
to expound in detail regarding the development 
of mounting scrolls from the Tang on, as well as 
how developments influenced Japanese paintings 
and calligraphy from the Heian period (794-1158) 
to present. The second section explores how the 
quality of paper, ink, signatures, and inscriptions 
can be used to differentiate ancient scrolls. Chen 
commented that Gulik quoted Chinese, English, and 
Japanese writings, along with lively illustrations, 
to portray in a clear manner the characteristics and 
styles of mounted art in China and Japan. It reflects 
his strict research approach and encyclopedic 
erudition. 

Lin pointed out, the skill of mounting Chinese 
paintings and calligraphy reached its peak during 
the Ming dynasty. The pieces talked about in his 
book are complex and analysis includes such 
things as brush strokes, ink, paper, and ink stones. 
All of these taken together form a criterion for 
appreciating this style of Chinese art. Gulik’s 
greatest contribution, apart from collecting and 
translating detailed Chinese historical information, 
was providing many photographs, which give 
Westerners a clear view into the calligraphic and 
painting traditions of China.

CCS News and Activities
█  Center for Chinese Studies Attends U.S. 

Association for Asian Studies Annual 
Meeting
The U.S. Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 

held their annual meeting this year from March 31 
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to April 3 in Honolulu. Approximately 5,000 Asian 
studies professionals were in attendance, coming 
from countries all across the world. The Center 
for Chinese Studies displayed some 430 volumes 
of recent scholarly works from Taiwan at the 
conference’s book exhibition. The books on display 
were then donated to the University of Hawaii as 
a way to strengthen relations with the university 
library and enrich their Chinese studies collection. 
A ceremony was held on April 1st for the donation 
at CCS’s stall. Director of TECO in Honolulu Paul 
Chang was in attendance. NCL Director-general 
Tseng presented the lot of books to Yao Kuang-
tien, the head of the Asian Collection at UH. The 
NCL delegation also visited Hawaii State Library 
on March 31 and visited with its Director Diane 
Eddy. During the visit, NCL donated books related 
to Chinese studies and exchanged many ideas about 
e-books and digitalized works.

█  Visiting Scholars Tour ROC's Diplomatic 
Archives Exhibition
Foreign scholars participating in the Center 

for Chinese Studies’ research grant and the Taiwan 
Fellowship attended a preview of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affair’s “A Century of Resilient Tradition: 
Exhibition of the Republic of China's Diplomatic 
Archives” at the Taipei Guest House on March 
15. Philip Wang, head of MFA’s Department of 
Archives and Information, gave a guided tour.

The exhibition displayed firsthand historical 
documents on the Republic of China’s diplomatic 
activities in modern times, covering the following 
four topics: “A Look Back,” “Fighting for 
Equality,” “Control of Taiwan Sovereignty,” and “A 

Way Out.” The displays gave the foreign scholars 
a deeper understanding of the founding of the 
Republic of China, the process of mediation in 
Taiwan’s foreign affairs, historical developments, 
Taiwan’s preservation efforts of modern historical 
documents, and the tradition of “protect national 
sovereignty” that Taiwan diplomats have upheld. 
The exhibition helped the foreign scholars gain 
a greater understanding of the efforts MFA has 
expended in preserving these important diplomatic 
documents, as well as developments in Taiwan’s 
diplomatic history and struggles for international 
recognition.

NCL Publications
█  People and Times in Formosa: Illustration 

of Aboriginal Life in Taiwan

More than 200 years ago, a Chinese official 
named “Seventy-six” was sent to Taiwan. From 
1744-1747 he served as the Taiwanese Imperial 
Censor, during which he commissioned an artist to 
paint the customs and practices of the aboriginal 
people. This was then made into a book that 
illustrated the basic aspects of aboriginal life, 
including food, clothing, shelter, and transportation. 
Its simple yet lively style and delightful portrayals 
have been a source of inspiration to artists and 
scholars for the last hundred years. Several editions 
are still in existence as a result. The names of these 
illustrations vary, from Illustrations of Taiwan 
Aboriginals to A Collection of Aboriginal Culture 
to the All about the Aborigines in Taiwan (Formosa) 
edition in the U.S. Library of Congress. This last 
version was once in the collection of a western 
sinologist, and then a Japanese steel enterprise 
before making its way into the Library of Congress’ 
collection. The book portrays fishing, deer hunting, 

Director-general Tseng (3rd from left) and Director 
of NCL Special Collection Division Yu Hsiao-ming 
(3rd from right) visited Hawaii State Library. Director 
Diane Eddy (middle) received a book donation from 
Director-general Tseng.
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