m Director General Tseng Visits the
Toronto Public Library and York
University Library

The Toronto Public Library has a total of 100
branch libraries, the biggest of which is the Toronto
Reference Library established in 1909. With 106
years of history it is one of a few libraries that has a
Chinese collection. With the assistance of the City of
Toronto, the Government of Ontario, the Government
of Canada, and the Toronto Public Library Foundation,
“a re:vitalize campaign” was put forth. Director
General Tseng and accompanying staff made a special
arrangement to observe the new facilities and services,
including a 3D printer, training and learning spaces,
information stations, and a special collections room
with two million historic maps, photographs, and
original manuscripts from Canada.

There are five libraries at York University, with
holdings totaling two million volumes. Director
General Tseng and accompanying staff met with York
University Librarian Joy Kirchner, Associate University
Librarian Catherine Davidson and Mr. Michael B.
Moir (University Archivist and Head of Clara Thomas
Archives & Special Collections). They also viewed the
incunabula and the Alice in Wonderland signed by the
author in the library’s special collections.

Director General Tseng(3rd left) and accompanying
staff meet with York University Assistant Librarian
Catherine Davidson (1st right), and Special Collection
Director Michael B. Moir (2nd left).

m NCL Organizes the “Collection
Evaluation: Cross-Strait Conference
on Classification and Preservation of
Ancient Chinese Books”

For the past twenty years, the collection,

maintenance, promotion of Chinese ancient books, its
international cooperation and exchange, maintenance
and use are very important issues of the East Asian
Libraries worldwide. To promote the training
of personnel in related knowledge, and through
exchanges, understand the development of cross-
strait academic research , the NCL in cooperation with
Siyuan Cultural Foundation organized the “Collection
Evaluation: Cross-Strait Conference on Classification
and Preservation of Ancient Chinese Books™ on August
4 and 5 at the NCL International Conference Hall.

During the two-day conference, a total of 21
research studies were presented (of which 9 from
Taiwan, 12 from mainland China), and 3 keynote
speeches. The opening and closing keynote speakers
were National Library of China (NLC) Director
Yongjin Han from mainland China, and Director
Ming-chu Fung, National Palace Museum, R.O.C.
That cross-strait highest directors of documents and
relics collection sections delivered keynote speeches
on the same venue followed by a comprehensive
forum is indeed a rare and significant event loaded
with meaning. Furthermore, the coming together of
Taiwan and mainland China experts in ancient books
identification and evaluation is an astonishingly
unusual event. This is the first time in the last decade
of cross-strait cooperation that such an important large-
scale academic exchange and presentation took place.
It would be beneficial to both sides in cultural asset
preservation and classification.

Regarding the research on the classification and
preservation of ancient books, it not only needs a long-
term planning and investment of human resources
through mutual exchanges, introduction of new
methods and ideas but also interdisciplinary knowledge.
This conference co-organized by NCL and Siyuan
Cultural Foundation supported by Pan Pacific Group
President, Mr. Siyuan Pan. Mr. Pan also provided
the NCL staff training in the mainland and overseas
as well, strengthening exchange of information on
research of ancient books and documents to assist
local libraries foster the formation of personnel in
the collection of ancient books, in editing, repairing,
classifying and publishing thereby fulfilling the
libraries’ roles for preserving and promoting ancient
books.
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Group photo of all the guests of the “Collection
Evaluation: Cross-Strait Conference on Classification
and Preservation of Ancient Chinese Books.”

m NCL Holds the “Digital Library”
Session of PNC 2015 Annual
Conference and Joint Meetings

The “Pacific Neighborhood Consortium” (PNC)
is an important international organization which aims
in promoting national information exchange and
circulation among the countries in the Pacific Rim.
The NCL regularly participates in the annual meeting,
and organizes the “Digital Library” session, inviting
scholars to discuss issues related to the development
and sharing in library digitization. This year, the
2015 Annual Conference and Joint Meetings” were
held at the University of Macau on September 27-29.
Director General Tseng together with two colleagues
attended and participated in the poster exhibition. She
served as the moderator on “Digital Libraries”.

This year the “Digital Libraries” event was held in
the morning of September 28 on the theme “Innovative
digital services of academic libraries.” Invited speakers
were Prof. Hao-ren Ke, University Librarian of
National Taiwan Normal University library; Kwok-
keung Wong, Assistant Librarian, University of Macau
Library and Editor Chia-ning Chiang from the NCL.
They spoke on three topics respectively: “Development
of Semantic Digital Library Services with Linked
Data,” “The Development of Digital Library of
Macau between 2000- 2015,” “TCI [Taiwan Citation
Index] : Towards a Rigorous Citation Index.” They
also exchanged views with the library professionals

worldwide.

Group photo of Director General Tseng(center) and
speakers.

This year, NCL two posters were selected for the
“2015 PNC Poster Exhibition.” On the last day of the
annual meeting, at the closing and awarding ceremony,
the poster: “TCI: Towards a rigorous citation index”
won the first prize; the poster: “Walking in the Cloud:
Value-added Digital Archive for Reading Promotion”
received the second prize.

The “Taiwan Citation Index - Humanities and
Social Sciences” (TCI-HSS) is a collaborative project
of the NCL, the Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Ministry of Science and Technology and
the Science and Technology Policy Research and
Information Center. The main object is to establish a
comprehensive index platform for academic researchers
and public users in the cross discipline of the Humanity
and Social Science in Taiwan. The TCI-HSS currently
includes Humanities and Social Sciences journals,
NCL Theses and Dissertation in Taiwan, monographs
with specialized citations contributed by domestic and
overseas professionals. To help users understand and
learn comprehensive referencing network, building
up academic and primary references with diversified
search criteria is the prioritized purpose of TCI-HSS.

In recent years, the NCL has been making effort
to actively promote its digital services to the public. In
drawing on achievements and abundant experience in
e-resource services, the NCL has taken steps to increase
its digital content, in both quality and quantity, and to
further improve its e-resource services. Developments
in mobile technology and cloud computing are bases
on which e-learning can be further promoted and
digital culture and creativity can continue to develop.
This plan includes three projects: “The Promotion of
the NCL’s Digital Archives Project,” “The Innovative
Introduction of e-Resources on Ancient Chinese Rare
Books Project,” and “The NCL Book Mall on the
Cloud - e-Book ATM Project”.
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